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CAMBRIDGE SUCCESS FOR CAITLIN!
Last week began with the best kind of news. We learned that Caitlin Smith (Year 13) has been awarded a place to read English
at Peterhouse College, University of Cambridge. I would like to formally congratulate Caitlin and wish her the very best of luck in
the pursuit of meeting the entry requirements for her course, in this summer's assessments.
Those of you with children in years 9 and above may remember that the first young person from the Academy to gain a place at
an Oxbridge College (College of either Oxford or Cambridge University) was just two years ago. The fantastic Lauren Winch
secured a place to read History of Art at Worcester College, Oxford University, in 2019. Four years ago, we set about working
with students who aspire to gain places at the very best universities, supporting them using our structured OxbridgePrep
programmes. Holyrood is so proud of what Caitlin has done to achieve a place and it again shows that young people from
Holyrood can (and do) gain places at the very finest higher education institutions. I know that Caitlin's success will build upon
Lauren's two years ago in order to inspire more of our students to aim really high!
Thank you to all of our year 11 parents for your engagement in what was a very successful parents' evening last week. It was
great for us to be able to share and recognise the successes of our year 11s, who have been working so hard over these past
weeks and months. I know that times are very uncertain for our year 11 students, particularly given that we are still not sure as
to exactly how their grades will be awarded. To alleviate this stress and worry, I am delighted to be able to offer our year 11
students a place in our Sixth Form on either our A-Level, Level 3 BTEC or Yeovil College Partnership pathways. The staff team
at Holyrood are determined not to see any of our students suffer the adverse effects of the past year's disruption and will work
closely with them throughout years 12 and 13 to help them to be really successful. We have received a record number of Sixth
Form applications again this year, with applications still open here:
https://www.holyroodacademy.com/academy/sixthform/apply-for-sixth-form/58/
Mr MacCormick
SCIENCE STUDENT OF THE WEEK
The competition for Science student of the week is fierce amongst the teachers! Last week's winners are:
Y7: Harland Morris
Y8: Imogen Lee
Y9: Kathleen Marabut
Y10: Kieron Best
Y11: Ethan Underhill
6th form: Mat Zielinski
Well done to you all, some fantastic work and effort coming from all year groups. It's
all to play for this week!
SCIENCE AT HOME
A practical challenge this week. Can you balance two forks on a toothpick? Can you
explain how it works? Let your science teacher know.
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YEAR 7 COMPETITION
To complement the English module on Magic taught by Katie Wilson, students in Year 7 and all staff are invited to make a
wand! Images of the wand are to be uploaded to The Learning Centre Google Classroom. See information here:

Introducing the Virtual School Library!
Welcome to the Virtual School Library, brought you by Oak National
Academy in partnership with the National Literacy Trust.
Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will provide you with
free books, exclusive videos and their top three recommended reads.
Having access to a school library is really important for children.
School libraries nurture a love of reading that can enrich children’s
literacy skills, academic achievements and mental wellbeing. Our
Virtual School Library will complement existing school libraries and
will ensure that children have access to the magical world of stories
all year round, whether they are learning at school or at home.
We’ve worked with brilliant publishers and inspiring authors and
illustrators to ensure that the books and activities in our Virtual School
Library will support children’s wellbeing through reading.

EXCELLENT RESOURCES TO HELP YOU UNDERSTAND THE RISKS YOUR CHILDREN MAY ENCOUNTER ONLINE
Mrs Welsh, Head of IT & Computing, has
recommended these family activity sheets to help
families understand the risks of social media, security
and watching videos online.
Cyber Security: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/activity-sheet-cyber
-security.pdf
Watching online videos: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/parents/family-activity-sheet---viewing-videos
-online.pdf
Social media: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/parent-pdf/activitysheet-social-media.pdf
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES - YEAR 7
Year 7 students have been learning about the world around us in RS, and have been finding out about the impact humans have
on the planet. They have then been learning how they might be able to contribute to helping to save the planet from the
problems humans have created. As their final task students were asked to create a poster to explain the impact humans have
on the planet and how the earth can been saved. Sam Penzer really impressed with his poster and will certainly be receiving a
postcard home!
Sam Penzer

Alex Lunn

Martha O’Grady

HOLYROOD ACADEMY | Zembard Lane, Chard, Somerset TA20 1JL | 01460 260100 | sch.517@educ.somerset.gov.uk

SIXTH FORM APPLICATIONS
Our Year 11 Sixth Form Interviews started on the 11th January and we have been
really pleased about the positive feedback we have received from these being done
on Zoom. It has been lovely to see so many of our Holyrood students and talk to them
about career and course aspirations – as well as meeting new students from external
institutions. We hope to get the interviews completed by February half term, so all students feel confident about their next steps
and can just focus on their studies in order to secure a successful start with us in September.
For any Year 11 students who are yet to apply to Holyrood Sixth Form please complete the online application here:
https://www.holyroodacademy.com/academy/sixthform/apply-for-sixth-form/58/
Year 11 Subject Evening is a great opportunity to talk to your teachers about the Level 3 courses they offer in our Sixth Form or
if you are still undecided about your course choices please do have a look at our Subject Videos on our website:
https://www.holyroodacademy.com/academy/sixthform/information-evening/205/
Mrs Challis and the Sixth Form Team will be happy to discuss Post-16 options and support any young person in Year 11. We
have a breadth of Level 3 courses on offer, a huge variety of academic and extra-curricular enrichment opportunities and a
wealth of expert teachers ready to support you to achieve everything you desire.

HOLYROOD HAPPY HOUR
We will be issuing links to the Holyrood Happy Hour podcast by Miss
Wilsher and Mrs Wilsher every Thursday via Twitter and Instagram.
Sign up to follow Holyrood Academy or wait for the link in this bulletin
every Monday. Enjoy!
Episode 4: https://youtu.be/wLrvq8yOf3I
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