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HALF TERM BREAK IS ALMOST UPON US
Thank you very much for all your support over what has been a very different and challenging half term for our students. We
understand that it takes a huge amount of effort and resolve to support young people through their online learning and that this
burden is often shouldered by parents and carers, so thank you and well done! I hope that the upcoming half term break will
provide a much-needed rest for you and for all our students. The Academy will be completely closed over the half term week
and no work will be set for students.
We have tried to put together an online learning offer that is inclusive and blended, using a variety of styles of delivery to make
sure that all children can access it at their own pace. We understand the pressure on many families who have one device to
share between multiple children and so even when we do provide live lessons via Google Meet (KS4: once per week for core
subjects and once per fortnight for other subjects; KS5: all lessons), these are recorded and stored within the students' Google
Classroom so that they can access the lesson when it is their turn to use the device. We are very pleased to have been able to
issue over 100 laptops to students who need them, a mixture of our own devices and those provided by the Government. If you
are having technology, internet connection or device issues, please do contact us as we can usually help. Similarly, if you are
concerned about your child's engagement with online learning, please contact their Year Leader in the first instance. This will
allow us to make a plan to support your child.
Mr MacCormick
SCIENCE STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Another week, another round of students who deserve recognition for their Science work. Well done to the students of the week
last week! We're looking forward to seeing who will get the final one of this half term!
Y7: Macy Larcombe
Y8: Poppy Martin
Y9: Jess Fox
Y10: Savannah Lamb
Y11: Holly Collins
6th form: Zoe Hunt
PRACTICAL SCIENCE AT HOME - HOMEMADE MODELLING CLAY
Looking for something to keep everyone entertained through the half term? Try this and see what you can create!
Materials:

Method:

250g flour

Dissolve salt in the water.

190g salt

Pour all ingredients into a large pot.

6 tbsp cream of tartar

Stir constantly over medium heat until a
ball forms by pulling away from the sides.

3 tbsp oil
250ml water
Food colouring (optional)

Knead the dough mixture until the
texture matches Playdough (~1-2 mins).
Store in airtight container.
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COMPETITION
Open to anyone!
Details on our socials!

Introducing the Virtual School Library!
Welcome to the Virtual School Library, brought you by Oak National
Academy in partnership with the National Literacy Trust.
Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will provide you with
free books, exclusive videos and their top three recommended reads.
Having access to a school library is really important for children. School libraries nurture a love of reading that can enrich
children’s literacy skills, academic achievements and mental wellbeing. Our Virtual School Library will complement existing
school libraries and will ensure that children have access to the magical world of stories all year round, whether they are
learning at school or at home.
We’ve worked with brilliant publishers and inspiring authors and illustrators to ensure
that the books and activities in our Virtual School Library will support children’s
wellbeing through reading.
Students in Year 7 and 8 can earn house points by writing a book review each week.
See the Learning Centre Classroom for more details.

YEAR 9
BAKE OFF
COMPETITION
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HOLYROOD HAPPY HOUR
We will be issuing links to the Holyrood Happy Hour podcast by Miss
Wilsher and Mrs Wilsher every Thursday via Twitter and Instagram.
Sign up to follow Holyrood Academy or wait for the link in this bulletin
every Monday. Enjoy!
Episode 5: https://youtu.be/HlS4bLdccfw

TOO MUCH SCREEN TIME?
Explore here for ideas!

HALF-TERMLY NEWSLETTER
The half-termly newsletter will be emailed out, and available on the website, at the end of this week. It is absolutely jam-packed
with celebrations of our students and their work. Please keep an eye on your emails for this coming in and we hope you enjoy
the read!

NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2021
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