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WELCOME BACK!
After a much-needed February half term break, I was delighted to see our staff teams on-site and our students who continue to
work so hard when they are in. I am always so impressed by their pragmatic and resilient attitudes towards what has been an
ever-changing set of circumstances. They approach everything with such maturity, including their COVID-testing which can be
a bit daunting.
I was pleased to hear from the Prime Minster's announcement last evening that we are to welcome all students back to school
from 8th March. We are planning to offer 3 COVID tests to each student between 4th and 12th March in order to detect and
isolate any positive cases very quickly. Our Testing Centre is working very efficiently and effectively and I will be back in touch
very soon regarding how we will facilitate the students' return to school. I am absolutely committed to ensuring that our
students receive not only the academic support they need to be successful, but also the mental health/wellbeing support and
access to amazing extra-curricular activities they need to be happy!

Mr MacCormick
NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK: 1ST – 6TH MARCH
It is the 10th National Careers Week on 1st – 6th March. Many of our students will have a
virtual assembly to help launch National Careers Week. National Careers Week (NCW) is a
celebration of careers guidance and free resources in education across the UK. The aim is
to provide a focus for careers guidance activity at an important stage in the academic
calendar to help support young people leaving education. We encourage students to
participate in the free events that are available. There are also free parent guides available
on the National Careers Week website (https://ncw2020.co.uk/booklets-guides/).
One of these events is a virtual careers fair. This can be attended by visiting
www.NCW2021.co.uk

NEW PE KIT
You should have received an email notifying you of our intentions to phase in a new PE kit for our student from September
2021. Full details and images of this PE kit and a price list will become available in due course on our website and through our
newsletter. Please be assured that price has been at the forefront of our decision making process at this time, alongside
comfort and mobility.
In September 2021, students in Years 8-11 may continue to wear the current PE kit, until such time as this needs to be replaced
through wear or tear. There is no need for parents to purchase new PE kit for any students in these year groups.
However it is also acceptable for families to opt to buy the new kit if they wish to do so. We hope you will like the new kit and
look forward to showing you images as soon as possible!
If you have any concerns about the changes, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jenkins.
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YEAR 11 - YEAR 12 - YEAR 13
BLACK LIVES MATTER CONFERENCE
Students from Years 11, 12 and 13 are invited to apply for a place on this BLM virtual conference
taking place over two weeks in March 2021.
The conference is open to any students who are interested in a wider understanding of historical,
geographical, theological and ethical issues underpinning Black Lives Matter. It is relevant to any
student and particularly those who are studying: History, Law, Sociology, Philosophy and Ethics, RS,
Geography, English Literature, Art, Photography, and Health and Social Care.
If your child would like to apply for a place, please encourage them to register with Mrs Sam Davison
by Friday 26th February 2021. Places are limited and will be allocated on first-come, first-served basis.
sdavison1@gapps.holyroodacademy.com
Speakers include (and available to answer questions at the live Q and A event on Tuesday 16th March):
The Revd. Dr. Carlton Turner, Theology Tutor, The Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham: ‘Beyond Unconscious Bias? Listening
Carefully to the BLM Movement’.
Alex Raikes, MBE DL Strategic Director of Stand Against Racism & Inequality (SARI) – ‘Racism and Hate Crime in the South
West’
Dr Madge Dresser, Honorary Professor in Historical Studies at the University of Bristol: ‘The legacy of Transatlantic Slavery in
Bristol and beyond’
Nadia Lewis-Gorton and Euten Lindsay from Devon Development Education and The Cultural Champions: ‘Windrush and me’
Dr Shawn Sobers, Associate Professor, Film and Journalism at University of the West of England: ‘Uncovering Black voices
through film and photography’
Vienna Ashley-Watts and Amilee J, Organisers from BLM Taunton and Andrew Jeffery from BLM Bridgwater: ‘Discussing the
journey from rural isolation and discrimination to empowerment to take action for racial justice’.
CHILD EXPLOITATION - ONLINE PRESENTATION ON WEDNESDAY 10TH MARCH 7PM – 8PM
We are inviting you to take part in a online presentation from Andri Nicolaou, from TOPAZ, the Somerset Child Exploitation
Officer for Avon and Somerset police. This presentation will cover how children are groomed and targeted by exploiters, how
the online world has increased the risks of this exploitation, and what you can do as a parent to safeguard your child. If you
would like to take part in this virtual presentation please click the following link and complete the form by Monday 8th March.
https://forms.gle/MtA3xDByPoeABBLf6

YEAR 9 BAKE OFF COMPETITION
It was a close race but Mr Walker-Jones had to choose the winners! Congratulations to:

Leah Aston

Amelia Lant

Jack Foster
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COMPETITION RESULTS

YEAR 9 BAKE OFF COMPETITION
It was a close race but Mr Walker-Jones had to choose the winners! Congratulations to:

Amelia Lant
Leah Aston
Ms Holland had to join in the fun! Mr Walker-Jones was blown away by what
she made out of cake!

Jack Foster
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THE DRAMA DOORSTEP DROP!
Mrs Lowe pitched a fantastic idea to our Drama team last week, to celebrate our students’ success this half term we should
deliver a positive post card to their door along with a sweet treat to say THANK YOU for their hard work, dedication and effort
demonstrated throughout lockdown and learning remotely.
We felt it was important that our students feel recognised for the time and effort they have consistently shown during a really
difficult time.
The Drama Team choose one student from each of our classes (a very tough choice indeed, as we have received some
outstanding pieces of work!) and then we set about delivering these prizes to our students; socially distanced of course.
The Drama Doorstep Drop prizes went to:
Year 7: Joshua Rodway, Sam Anderson, Holly Tucker, Alex Lunn and Brooke Cossins
Year 8: Georgie Hounsell, Charlie Durie and Syesha Diawara
Year 9: Joseph Cashin, Monty Davis and Daisy Clayton
Year 10: Jorja Packer and Shannon Sully
Year 11: Luke Sweet and Maisy Bishop
Year 12: Joe Bartlett
Well done everyone and keep working hard and who knows, it might be you that receives a knock at your door next term for
another round of The Drama Doorstep Drop!
Best wishes, from the Drama Team

Brooke Cossins

Alex Lunn

Daisy Clayton

Joseph Cashin

Holly Tucker

Jorja Packer

Georgia Hounsell

Luke Sweet
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