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Headteacher’s Message

Mr David MacCormick
Headteacher
Here comes the sun!
I write to you with an overwhelming sense of pride in the steps our school community has taken together over this
Spring Term. Rightly, much has been made in the national news of the disruption to young people's education caused by
the latest lockdown. However, the narrative in the news has been one of loss and of students whose mental health,
academic progress, life chances and ability to behave well would be irreparably damaged.
I am delighted to report that this is not the narrative at Holyrood. We respect the fact that we have all been affected
differently by the pandemic and the support we provide for individuals is as a result, bespoke and highly responsive to
what children need.
Our students have returned to school with a renewed sense of purpose and have shown such amazing willingness to
work closely with the staff here to ensure that all lesson time is as productive as possible. Our staff (teachers and
support staff) are working extremely hard to plan and deliver learning opportunities that precisely target what our
students need in terms of academic support, wellbeing support and extra-curricular experiences. We are acutely aware
that students' experiences on the sports field, in the Drama studio or Art class are as important to their development as
those inside the formal classroom. This is even more important given the fact that our students have not had the chance
to join in with these things during the lockdowns. Our extra-curricular programme is gradually opening again and so
please do encourage your child(ren) to stay after school to take part in as many clubs as possible!
I must pay further tribute to our students whose attitudes, conduct and manners have been excellent since their
return. We are working extremely hard to improve student behaviour around our school and we are seeing the fruits of
this work. We still have a distance to travel, though, particularly in ensuring that we tackle issues of bullying and
discrimination as quickly and effectively as possible. I would urge you to please contact us at your earliest convenience if
you are made aware of any incidents of bullying or discrimination so that we can deal with these immediately.
I wish you all a very Happy Easter and I hope that all our children and their families are able to enjoy a restful Easter
break together.
We look forward to welcoming you all back for the Summer Term and all the fun that term brings. I do hope you enjoy
reading this newsletter which celebrates all that is best about Holyrood and the wonderful things our students have
achieved over the past term.

Best wishes
Mr Dave MacCormick
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Computing & IT - Key Stage 3 Lockdown Stars
YEAR 7s have been working hard in producing spreadsheets based on a shop business. Spreadsheets are a key skill needed in
getting organised in a variety of situations that arise in people’s lives. Stand-out spreadsheet superstars: Lisa Da Cruz,
Charlotte Whiffin, Oliver Withers, Amber Griffiths, Jodie Harris, Grace Sutcliffe, Keira Smith, Amelia
Grzelewska and Kazuki Gardner.
Below is a fantastic example from Amber Griffiths’ spreadsheet so far. Amber has used formulae to calculate some costs that
will enable her to keep track on how well sales are doing in her sports shop.

Year 8 stand-out spreadsheet superstars are: Scarlett Spokes, Charlie Durie, Tomas Jenkin, Arthur Handley, Maisie
Banfield, Toby Peacock and Jayden Richards who is a natural in front of the camera. He recorded and sent us a fantastic
explanation of his spreadsheet work - thank you Jayden!
Below is a fantastic example of a well-formatted spreadsheet from Scarlett Spokes. Scarlett has used formulae and functions to
automatically generate totals in her spreadsheet which link to some well presented charts - fantastic stuff!
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Expansion Plans!
Holyrood Academy is set to be expanded with new
classrooms being built on the former Cresta swimming
pool site. Somerset County Council recognises that
Holyrood is already operating over-capacity and needs to
expand in the coming years as more homes are built in
the town. The council has now announced that a new
teaching block will be built where the pool once stood,
allowing more than 200 additional students to be
educated on site from September 2022.

Liz Smith, the council’s service manager for schools
commissioning, said in her written report: “A new twostorey teaching block is to be located on the former
swimming pool site. This will deliver general classrooms alongside required additional dining areas, a new kitchen and
student toilets. There will also be the reconfiguration of existing blocks to convert general teaching rooms into science
labs, and adaptations to the music block to sub-divide the area into required practice rooms. The redundant kitchen will
be reconfigured into required interview, meeting and storage spaces.”
The proposed expansion will create teaching space for an extra 225 students between the ages of 11 and 16, with the
work expected to be completed in time for the September 2022 intake. Tina Coles, the Academy business manager,
described the planned expansion as “an amazing opportunity for Holyrood. As a school we are really excited about this.
The difference it will make to the students of Chard is huge.”

Chief Executive of the Uffculme Academy Trust Lorraine Heath said: “Holyrood Academy has seen a significant growth in
requests for places both in-year and in the normal admissions round. This has already put a great deal of pressure on
space. While the site itself is large, the footprint of the buildings means that large groups of students are concentrated in
relatively small areas. This is a particular issue when the weather is bad and does not adequately provide for the student
community. We are very happy to work with Futures For Somerset to ensure that the expanded facilities meet the needs
of the existing school community and those in the future.”
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Computing & IT - Key Stage 3 Lockdown Stars
Our YEAR 9 students have been working on an exciting iMedia unit this half term which focuses on the development of a
comic strip. Students have been asked to create characters, design a storyboard and script ready for the production of their
final comic strip. We’re looking forward to seeing your work Year 9!
Comic strip heroes are: Elouise Guest, Joseph Reid and Finn Maynard.

Elouise Guest

Joseph Reid

Finn Maynard
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A Message from the Governors
It was with great anticipation that the LGC welcomed students back to Holyrood
Academy this term. Schools are strange places when they are only partially full, and
this has been true at Holyrood – such a large site with few students moving around
it can give quite an eerie feeling, but now we are back to a fully operational, fully
functional school, with students interacting with each other daily and the usual
friendships and banter have returned!
One thing that has impressed us all is the resilience shown by students and staff
alike during the Covid-19 situation, and of course as communities we are all only
slowly coming out of the current situation, and need to remain vigilant, so that the
Summer Term can operate as near to normal as possible.
You will all have seen in the local press that Holyrood Academy is undergoing major
improvements to the site, and thanks must be given to Tina Coles, our school
Business Manager and Barney Haydon, our Site Manager for all their work behind
David Pugh, Chair LGC
the scenes. The programme will provide excellent facilities for our students both
now and in the future. Prior to lockdowns, the Lifestyles Fitness Studio was completed, but this has never been fully
operational for us all. It will be good to see this facility operating for the benefit of everyone as we move forward.
There have been staffing changes at the Academy, and our Headteacher will have provided you with details through the
normal channels of communication. To those who have joined our staff team during the pandemic, we hope you have been
able to ‘feel at home’ especially as some will have been in school a year without it operating in the normal way! We also
await with anticipation staff who will be joining the Academy during the Summer Term and when the new academic year
begins in September.
As governors, we are looking forward to a Trust-wide governor training day, when all governors from our five schools
(Neroche Primary, Uffculme Primary, Axe Valley Academy, Uffculme Academy and Holyrood Academy) will have the
opportunity to meet to discuss how the Trust works for the benefit of all staff and students. Networking events like this are
an important part of our work, where best practice is shared and skill sets enhanced.
And, let’s not forget the amount of learning that has taken place whilst we have been in the current situation. We have all
learnt new skills, sometimes we have learnt things about ourselves and our families that we didn’t know existed! One
positive that we are sure everyone has learnt is that a sense of community is vital for everyone’s well-being. Margaret (Meg)
Wheatley the celebrated writer, teacher and speaker said:
‘There is no power for change greater than a community discovering what it cares about.’

Thank you all for being part of our Holyrood Academy community, where together we can do so much to enhance our own
lives and those of our students.

Psychology
In Psychology Year 12 students have been studying attachment and research methods. We've looked at research into the
quality of early relationships and the impact this can have on later relationships. Students were attempting the playdough
challenge and modelling separation and reunion behaviours and stranger anxiety in playdough!
Year 13 Psychology students have been learning about schizophrenia and the difficulties that exist in making a reliable and
valid diagnosis of this disease that affects 1% of the population.
Year 13s did well to complete their mock exams online in January and are steadily working to complete their courses. They
need to be congratulated for all their hard work and dedication. Thank you for all the encouragement they have received
from home!
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Drama
It has been an absolute delight seeing all our students back in the classroom this half term and, although our drama rooms
still aren’t quite as we know them, students across all year groups have made an excellent and creative start back to their
drama lessons. There are exciting times ahead for the Creative Arts departments at Holyrood so keep your eyes and ears
open for opportunities that will be coming your way to ‘join in’ and get creative!
Year 7 and 8
During remote learning this half term students have been learning about the ‘journey’ of
a production from directors’ concept to stage in our unit ‘Putting on a show!’ – thank
you and well done to all those students who have worked so hard on this from ‘behind
the screens’!
Back in the drama room magical characters have been created throughout our unit
‘Harry Potter’ and the drama team have been really impressed (and amused) by some of
the imaginative characters emerging in lessons!

Year 9
This half term, Year 9s have been absolutely fantastic during their
exploration of production design linked to The National Theatre’s ‘Treasure
Island’. The set, costume, sound and lighting designs which students have
created have been superb and we have thoroughly enjoyed the
interpretations that have emerged. A special well done to students for
resisting eating the jelly babies until the lighting lesson was complete! Now
that’s will power!
Year 10
The first component of the GCSE course has now begun! Students are now working in class
towards their devised pieces which involves them creating an original piece of drama
performance from a selection of stimulus given – the theme this year is ‘Restriction’. Though
groups are still in the initial stages of exploring their ideas, both Mrs Lowe and Mrs Shaun
have been super-impressed with the maturity, creativeness and ‘out of the box’ thinking
demonstrated by both classes. Remember to book after school rehearsals with your teacher
for focused group time.

Year 11
The drama team would like to thank these students for their perseverance through such a
difficult term and especially to those who kept up with remote learning as best as they could to
allow us to gain the evidence needed for your much deserved grades. Our Year 11 classes will
be performing their Component 3 pieces after Easter and we are so excited to watch these and
see you be the best you can be. Please remember that Mrs Shaun, Ms Jolliffe and Mrs Lowe are
here to help and answer any questions that you have about evidence of work and allocating
grades. Good luck in your performances!
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Drama
Year 9 Treasure Island - Costume and Lighting
Excellent costume designs which explicitly communicate character, age, status, personality, era and gender (CASPEG).
Examples of lighting designs; experimenting with gels, gobos, direction and intensity of light.
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Drama
BTEC Performing Arts
What a term! We are so utterly proud of the commitment throughout remote learning and students’ contributions to the
MANY live lessons that you have contributed to (well done to Mrs Shaun too for hosting these too!). As we have returned
to lessons the focus has been outstanding and Mrs Lowe really enjoyed participating in a physical workshop with our Year 12
group led by Mrs Shaun focusing on the work of Frantic Assembly. Continue to keep any evidence coming in for Unit 1
‘Investigating Practitioners’ and keeping those expectations of yourself and work high!
PLANS FOR THE SUMMER TERM

We have BIG ideas for next term! Drama can be for anyone and everyone! Take a look at the timetables below, and see
what we are planning for YOU!
REHEARSAL SPACE

DRAMA REHEARSALS TIMETABLE: SUMMER 1
BTEC Performing Arts
Rehearsal space
Mondays 3.15pm – 4pm
DM1

Year 11 Component 3
Rehearsal space
Tuesdays (Ms Jolliffe)
Thursdays (Mrs Shaun)
3.15pm – 4pm
Please book with your teacher.
DM1

Year 10 Component 2
Rehearsal space
Wednesdays 3.15pm – 4pm
Please book with your teacher.
DM1

Year 9 Drama GCSE
Options Group
Workshops ready to help us get
back to practical, get creative
and get to know each other
before September.
Thursdays 3.15pm – 4pm
DM2

CREATIVE ARTS COME TOGETHER

‘THE CREATIVE CALENDAR’
Drama, Art and Music are coming together to offer you the following workshops over the next half term!
Just turn up to the workshop you fancy and get creative!
Year 7 Instrumentalist
masterclass
19th April 1.30pm
E10

Year 8 Drama games
and improvisation
23rd April 3.15-4pm
DM1

Year 7 Drama
games and
improvisation
30th April 3.15-4pm
DM1

Year 8
Instrumentalist
masterclass
29th April 1.30pm E10

Year 8 Landscape
Photography
27th April 3.15-4pm
E8

Year 7 Music
Composition
3rd May 1.30pm
F3

Year 7 Upcycled
Weaving
4th May
1.30pm & 3.30-4pm
E8

Year 8 Stage
Lighting
7th May 3.30pm–4pm
DM1

Year 7 Sewing
13th May 1.30pm
E8

Year 9
Instrumentalist
masterclass
14th May 1.30pm
E10

Year 7 Clowning
14th May 3.30-4pm
DM1

Year 8 Music
Composition
20th May 1.30pm
F3

Year 7 Puppetry
21st May 3.30-4pm DM1

Year 7 Murals
27th May 3.30-4pm
E8

Year 8 Puppetry
28th May 3.30-4pm
DM1
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Food & Nutrition
TWITTER: If you want to stay up to date with all things going on in the Food & Nutrition department,
sign up to RoodFood: @food_rood
YEAR 7: It is so good to see the year group back in school and hopefully be able to enjoy their schooling and now take part
fully in lessons and yes in food that does mean actually cooking. This will be the first time in over a year that students have
been able to cook in school. There are a few variations but all Y7s will be cooking macaroni cheese, fruit fusion and fruity
flapjack.

YEAR 8: Some of our Y8s have not been able to cook at Holyrood since their arrival but now we are fully active and starting
to cook flavoured bread and Tuna pasta bake.
YEAR 9: A strange year for Y9s with options being decided by online videos and often without having experience of the
subject but it has good to see them enthused about the future and their cooking that is coming up; with fresh pasta and ragu
sauce, lasagne and Somerset pasties (much better than our Cornish cousins’ version!)
YEAR 10: Students are just about to embark on their Mock NEA2 coursework looking at ‘street food’ which is in fact the
exact same project that the Year 11’s have just completed. We are at the research stage currently before students move on to
their technical challenge and a practical exam.
YEAR 11: These students have been amazing these last 12 months with everything that has been thrown their way and they
have risen to the challenge admirably. They have produced some amazing work on street food including samosas, fish cakes
and fresh tacos.
THE GREAT HOLYROOD BAKE-OFF: BREAD ART CHALLENGE
This half term saw the Great Holyrood Bake Off: Bread Art Challenge, where students made a focaccia loaf and used food
items to create a baked picture.
1st - Oliver Swift

3rd - Rocky Lanfranchi

2nd - Sam Penzer

3rd - Micaela Pereira

TIN OF BEANS CHALLENGE - DEADLINE FRIDAY 28TH MAY 2021 - WIN YOUR HEIGHT IN BEANS!!
Using a tin of beans and two slices of toast, consider how you could use them in a dish and present the food in a creative,
appetising and appealing way (think how a posh restaurant would use them). Email a photograph of your creation by Friday
28th May at the latest to iwebb@gapps.holyroodacademy.com
Please include if we have your permission to share it on Twitter.
Don't like beans? Choose a tin of Spaghetti!
Need inspiration? Previous winners:
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Sixth Form

EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
Whilst COVID has halted the majority of our normal extra-curricular activities it has been wonderful to see our Sixth
Form students embracing the opportunities still available to them since their return on site earlier this March. Both year
groups have continued to invest time into virtual work experience with several applying for the competitive places on
the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) day offered through Leonardos with the Royal
Aeronautical Society. We have already been awarded five places on this course which will enable our students with the
chance to gain an awareness of the exciting new job opportunities which exist in the aerospace industry. It will also offer
them the chance to speak directly to successful women working in the sector, hear their stories, and join a national
network of female professionals and students – a fantastic opportunity to build their CVs and possibly secure a Higher
Apprenticeship or even be awarded a scholarship with their Degree Apprenticeships.
Our sixteen Year 12 Higher Education Plus Cambridge students completed their second workshop day on the 24th
March. The afternoon was spent preparing them for interview questions, with this year’s ‘Big questions’ focused on
communication, team work and negotiation. This was then developed in their final afternoon session when they
concentrated on the Language Aptitude tests. This enrichment programme continues throughout the summer term with
the students being able to engage in further lectures from leading lecturers from a breadth of Russell Group universities
and a bespoke package delivered from Cambridge University in the last half term this academic year.
We also paid to be part of the Sixth Form Black Lives Matter Conference held by Bristol University. This has been an
incredibly engaging and eye-opening series of lectures, seminars and open forums. Frankie Drake, in Year 12 has written
the following about the fortnight of lectures: “During the BLM conference, I witnessed a group of knowledgeable
experts discuss the ways in which we are able to help fight against racism and their experiences with it. I personally
enjoyed the Rev. Dr. Carlton Turner's presentation on unconscious bias as it covered the biases we have towards
people of different races and how this is ingrained in our society. Overall, it was a wonderful opportunity to gain a new
insight into the world of being a BLM ally and the ways in which I can help, as well as learning the history of this
movement and important topics in Black history such as the Windrush generation.”
We have also had afternoon lectures in the Silent Workroom from Exeter University being delivered live as part of the
Exeter Scholars Programme. Whilst these are part of a longer enrichment scheme for Higher Education, it has been
wonderful seeing how other students have chosen to attend to listen about this thought-provoking topic – that thirst for
knowledge is key and all are always welcome to participate and make the most of these virtual opportunities.
YEAR 13 DESTINATIONS
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we are incredibly proud of all of our students and it is such a rewarding time seeing
so many of them securing their university offers, first full-time employment and a vast range of apprenticeships both
locally and nationally. 57% of the year group applied to university this year, with offers already secured in Biochemistry,
Cyber Security, English, Fashion, Fine Art, History, Law, Mathematics, Medicine, Paramedic Science to name just a few.
With several of these courses successfully secured at leading universities in their particular fields, such as Cambridge
University, Cardiff, Exeter, Falmouth, King’s College London, St. Andrews, Warwick and York. Several of our students
have also now got contracts for Higher and Degree Apprenticeships, with eight currently waiting for the second stage of
the interview process. These apprenticeships range from accountancy, business management, engineering and florist
design to marketing and the police force.
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Sixth Form

Our Sixth Form team work incredibly hard with the students to prepare them fully for each stage in the process. The
students each need the best CVs they can gain, so they work hard to secure their grades, make the most of the
enrichment on offer, get step-by-step support drafting and perfecting personal statements and letters of application and
then receive thorough interview preparation. I am so proud of what they are achieving and it is one of the best bits of
the job seeing them start to realise how exceptional they each are.
Whilst this is an exciting time for our Year 13 students, this can also be a period of uncertainty too. It is really important
that all of our students know that we have the time to sit and talk through any concerns and questions they may have
about the next step in their education and/or career. Our independent careers advisor is on hand every Monday and
Wednesday for the students to book an appointment with and their tutors are also being very proactive discussing their
next steps. It is really important for each student to have a clear idea of what they are progressing on to, whether an
apprenticeship, direct employment, a focused gap year, further education or university. And this is something which
doesn’t end when they leave us in June. I thoroughly enjoy the continued support we offer ex-students and hearing how
they are getting on, helping them secure more relevant work experience, further interview preparation and supplying
them with those crucial references. If you or your child in year 13 has any questions about their destination after June,
please do get in touch with their tutor or myself.
THE SENIOR TEAM
Our current Senior Team have done a great job this year and have been a joy to work with. It has been the most
challenging year for any of our Senior Teams to date, but they have risen to the challenges and restrictions placed upon
them by the pandemic. Their fund raising for charities in particular was very notable and they can be reassured that their
idea to support Chard’s Lord’s Larder Christmas Present Appeal will certainly now be an annual event for us in the
Sixth Form.
As this goes to print we are in the process of interviewing the new Senior Team and look forward to posting the
successful candidates on our Twitter page @Holyrood6thForm before the Easter holidays. There have been a lot of
applicants for the leadership posts this year and many more for the specific roles within the Sixth Form Senior Team. It
will come as no surprise that their applications all mention the excitement of getting back to ‘normal’ and being able to
embrace the full enrichment opportunities typically on offer in our Sixth Form. The feeling is mutual and our Sixth Form
staff are just as enthusiastic about this September and being able to offer the cultural capital we all enjoy!
YEAR 11 APPLICATIONS
For any Year 11 students who are yet to apply to Holyrood Sixth Form please complete the online application
here: https://www.holyroodacademy.com/academy/sixthform/apply-for-sixth-form/58/
Mrs Challis and the Sixth Form Team will be happy to discuss Post-16 options and support any
young person in Year 11. We have a breadth of Level 3 courses on offer, a huge variety of
academic and extra-curricular enrichment opportunities and a wealth of expert teachers ready
to support you to achieve everything you desire.

Mrs Felicity Challis
Head of Sixth Form
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6th Form Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ)

Sociology
Yr12 Sociologists have been working on two topics:
Education and Families & Households. Both topics are
something they know about from their own experiences
and it is interesting to see how that is reflected in modern
sociological theories and concepts as well as more
traditional ones.

As a result of lockdown, the Extended Project research has
been a greater challenge than normal as all their usual
academic expert resources have become almost
inaccessible. However they have proved themselves to be
creative problem-solvers - excellent skills that happen to be
part of the assessment criteria! Several of the students have
flown (one quite literally) up to the challenge. The last few
weeks of the Spring Term has seen them putting the final
pieces of their research projects together. Caitlin Smith
researched American Literature for her EPQ and we are
proud to be part of her journey and wish her well in her
future studying English at Cambridge University. Other
research reports have covered Medieval History,
Christianity in Modern Society and Equality in Women’s
Football. We have several artefact projects this year ranging
from Portraiture, to Propaganda Poster Art and Graffiti Art.
As we head towards easing out of lockdown, a very topical
project is Orla Proctor’s on ocean plastic pollution focusing
on the South West coast. She shares the scale of the
problem as well as what we can do individually to make a
difference. As this is written, we are looking forward to the
inaugural flight of Elijah Sharland’s Remote Control Model
Aircraft that he has designed and built himself.

The whole group has generally been amazing in engaging
with remote learning so it is a big ‘well done’ to all of them.
Several students deserve special mention and have received
praise postcards for their effort, resilience and consistency,
these are Megan Churchill, Rhiannon Clarke,
Francesca Drake, Beatriz Moreira and Daisy
Reynolds.
Yr13 Sociologists have just completed their Crime &
Deviance Topic. Our studies started shortly after the
Yorkshire Ripper Peter Sutcliffe died, and has ended with
the Reclaim the Night demonstrations which both link to
our syllabus topic of gender and crime.
Amongst other topics we have looked at are how a crime is
defined, the control and prevention of crime and the role of
the media in crime. The cases we use to develop our
understanding are often tragic, and whilst we honour the
victims, we study how each one exemplifies the sociology
concepts and theories and impacts and shapes the society
we live in.

Mrs Thorne

Students who merit special mention and have received
praise postcards for their online attendance at remote
learning lessons are Aden Arscott, Molly Clinch, Ellie
Knight and Paul Reffell.
It is lovely to have our students back in class so we can
again enjoy their lively discussions, interpretations and
insightful observations.
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Science
The Science Team is delighted to be back teaching our students face-to-face and we are looking forward to working with
our Year 11 and Year 13 students to give them plenty of opportunities to provide us with evidence to support a great
centre-assessed grade. We all want the very best for them and I would encourage them to come and speak to a member
of the Science team if they have any questions, or are anxious, about Science mock examinations in class assessments. The
best advice I can give students is to commit to practising Science in frequent, but short, bursts over the next few weeks.
We will be releasing personalised learning checklists before the Easter holidays to help guide this revision.
SCIENCE CLUB - YEAR 7 and YEAR 8
Having finished their week in the Holyrood Covid testing
room our fantastic Technician Team are restarting Science
Club after the Easter holidays. Join us for fun practical
activities, innovative investigations, competitions and
discoveries! Science Club takes place on Thursdays after
school from 3:20-3:50pm in S4 for the Year 7 bubble and G5
for the Year 8 bubble.

After a seemingly endless wait
for delivery, our A Level Chemists
have their new lab coats!

NATIONAL SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING WEEK 2021
For obvious reasons it was a very different Science Week this year but, despite
the restrictions, we were really pleased to see so many students joining in with
some of the activities. A special mention must go to Anais Baxter in Year 7 for
successfully finding all the Scientists hidden around school and providing a list of
their innovative work. We were also excited to see so many Year 8 students
submitting entries for the floating gardens competition, I really liked Kathryn
Owens’ garden which could support a hefty 1.64 kg!

EASTER STEM CHALLENGE – TOOTHPICK STRUCTURES
Try and balance a Cadbury’s Crème Egg on a structure made from toothpicks,
plasticine and one sheet of A4 paper. Take a photo of your creation and share it
with us on Google classrooms – the tallest structure will win a prize!
SCIENCE TOPICS FOR THE NEXT HALF TERM
Year 7: Energy and Interdependence
Year 8: Light and Plant Reproduction
Year 9: Atomic Structure and Bioenergetics
Year 10: Radioactivity, Waves and Reproduction
Year 11: Mock Exam Countdown
TWITTER - FOLLOW US HERE: @HolyroodScience
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English
KS3 AND KS4 AWARDS
February saw the launch of our brand new KS3 and KS4 awards: Dedication to Detail, Fantastic Focus, Impressive Intent and
Creative Contribution. An incredible 92 postcards have been sent home so far to recognise the brilliant work of our
students. To keep up to date with fortnightly nominations from your English teachers, tune in every Friday (Week A) on our
English instagram page (English_at_Holyrood) to see if you have a postcard on its way to you!
KS3

KS4

Year 7
Lisa Da Cruz
Kazuki Gardner
Kiera Sharpe
Caron Llewelyn
Imogen Lee

Year 10
William Reid
Sam Witts
Georgina Hallet
Erin Rennie
Daniella Fowler
Keira Rendell
Saffron Hibbitt
Sam Witts

Year 8
Oscar Wadey
Aline Rodrigues Mascarenhas
Lewis Moore
Year 9
Flora Godfrey
Carly Retter
Jasper Clements
Elouise Guest

Year 11
Lily Farmer
Millie King
Yasmin Hooper

KS3

KS4

Year 7
Meelia Spiller

Year 10
Jorja Packer
Jessica Branchflower
James Edginton
Jack Harris

Year 8
Shelby Jones
Ariel Ferreira
James Green
Theo Handscomb
Lewis Moon
Poppy Sharp
Pyper Davis
Year 9
Olivia Lawrence
Jessie Reeve
Nathan Kneeshaw

Year 11
Jake Page
Crocus Douglass
Toby Harding
Spencer Ayers
Lucy Salter
Emily Dymore-Brown
Ethan Underhill
Emily Green

THE MASKED READER
32 members of staff, 32 completely different books and 32 opportunities to guess who it really was hiding behind their
paperbacks. Thank you to all of those who entered this competition to celebrate World Book Day! A
huge congratulations to our winners, Cally Margetts and Amber Griffiths, who managed to correctly identify the most
members of staff hiding.
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English
KS3

KS4

Year 7
Anais Baxter
Leon Saxby
Joseph Todman

Year 10
Niomi White
Gabriel Scott
Liliana Jorge
Josh Boarder

Year 8
Apolo Pinto
Joshua Vincent
Harry Tierney
Year 9
Jack Foster
Joe Cashin
Keanu Lourenco
Evie Lockyer
Hannah Hill

KS3

WORLD BOOK DAY

Year 11
Lakeisha Bellamy
Abbie Davies
Isaac Sutcliffe
Loren Wilkinson
Elizabeth Smith-Layzell
Amy Driscoll
Dan Browning
George Souster

KS4

Year 7
Year 10
Freya Earnshaw
Emily Retter
Our English Department were not deterred and still managed to dress up in celebration of World Book Day this year.
Samuel Dunn
Jacob Paul
Sticking with our Year 7 theme of 'Magic', this years costumes rangedRebeca
from Fernandes
Mary Poppins
toMoreira
Queen Titania from
Kattie
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. See photos on following pages Rose
and for
even more, follow us on our instagram
Davies
Oliver Swift
Year 11
page.
Megan Winch
Year 8
Molly Beaumont
Zofia
Blicharska
Hanley Coath
THE WAND COMPETITION
Lewis Potter
Kirsten Dallimore
Freya
Ellisprize!
We loved looking through the many entries and would like to congratulate Olivia James for winning
first
Year 9
Memphis Jones
Matilda Clayton
Millie King
Jasper Clements
Klaudia Saladiak
Caitlin Eaton
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English
YEAR 7
We continue to enjoy our exploration of A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness with Year 7; an extraordinary and heart-breaking
tale of healing, mischief and a lot of courage. Building on our theme of Magic, Year 7 have been refining their analytical skills
and have been exploding key quotations from the text to explore the characterisation of Conor, the novel's protagonist.
YEAR 8
Our study of Animal Farm has continued this half term, giving students an opportunity to apply their understanding of
rhetorical devices to speeches about animal welfare as well as putting their analytical skills to the test. Their focus this half
term has been on the tyrannous Napoleon and how he exploits his fellow, and very oblivious, animals on the farm. Our end
of unit assessment will focus on how Orwell has used language to Napoleon after we explore in more detail how Animal
Farm is an allegorical novel, reflecting on the events leading up to the Stalin era before the Second World War.
YEAR 9
It has been a very busy few weeks for Year 9 who have been writing to advise based on key events in Shakespeare's Romeo
and Juliet. Through practising their writing skills, our Year 9 students have secured their understanding of the plot and now
work towards their end of unit assessment which will explore the relationship between Juliet and her parents.
YEAR 10 AND YEAR 11
Our exam classes have been working spectacularly hard since their return with Year 10 focusing on how to approach unseen
poetry and Year 11 continuing to refine their Language Paper 2 skills. All the information you need to prepare for your
upcoming assessments is on your Google Classroom: countdown plans, knowledge organisers and links to useful
websites. More information will be coming soon about these assessments but if you stick to the plan, you will have covered
everything beforehand!
Our Year 11 students have been practising their writing skills, exploring and presenting their attitudes towards parenting, the
supernatural and vegetarianism through the form of article and speech writing.
The English Department excelled themselves on World Book Day!
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History
HISTORY MAGAZINE
The department is very proud to announce that our first magazine written by students is now being
produced. The magazine will include articles about Ancient Sparta, the First Crusade, the foundation of
Rome and some articles revealing students individual interest. It takes its inspiration from the wonderful
BBC History magazine.
Of particular interest will be the lead article by Lewis Moore in Year 8 who has a wonderful knowledge of a
local Chard man, Charles Percy Mayne, who fought in the Great War. The magazine will be available
’virtually’ but we will also have hard copies should parents, carers and indeed grandparents be interested.
GREAT WAR VISITS
This very popular visit has sadly not run for the current Year 8 and 9 groups but the department is working very hard to still
make these available at a later date to both groups so that they don’t miss out. We are in constant contact with our friends
in Ypres in Belgium and they have told us that they have very much missed seeing us!
DAN SNOW VISITS EXETER!
Award-winning, chart-topping podcast and online TV channel History Hit broadcaster
Dan Snow takes his accessible interview style to the stage in 10 cities across England,
Scotland and Wales. He will talk to some of our best historians about the biggest stories
from the past as well as hear the history of the towns and cities that he visits.
Interviews and show content will also be broadcast on the UK’s number 1 history
podcast, Dan Snow’s History Hit, which is now a daily show.
The department is really looking forward to events re-opening. We are planning to
attend the historian Dan Snow’s History talk at the Northcott Theatre in October. Hopefully, there will be lots of other
opportunities for us all to visit concerts, theatres and performances as restrictions are lifted. The Northcott has other
History events such as Horrible Histories visiting that parents may be interested in.

Sporting Achievements
Poppy Dredge, Year 7
I have had riding lessons for a couple of years and I LOVE it! Over Lockdown, I
have been working at my jumping skills. This is a photo of me on Timmy. We
are jumping 95cm. My goal this year is to jump one metre and I am trying hard
to achieve this!
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P.E.
CORE PE
We are back in full swing with PE lessons in school, and are focusing on the summer sports of athletics, rounders and cricket
to build our knowledge, skills and fitness. It has been brilliant to have all students back in PE and fully engaged in getting back
into sport.
Core PE cricket lesson (Year 7) emulating the England T20 squad in a mini game on the Astro! Ollie Wells going for a 6!

The Year 8s working on their relay hand overs.

EXTRA CURRICULAR SPORT
This half term we have been running after school clubs in bubbles for all year groups. The football and rounders have been
very popular; it is a brilliant sight to see so many students staying after school to get involved in sport.

After school Football Club (Year 8) recently had a game to remember, it was 7-6, with an amazing rabona kick ultimately
winning the match! Mr Barker loved the energy and comitment, with students playing with a smile. Meanwhile the Year 9s
deserve a special mention for their mass participation, Mr Walker-Jones has been full of praise!
A REQUEST FOR YOUR
SPORTING NEWS!
All Students - Please send a
photo and a paragraph
explaining your sporting
achievement to the PE
department.
(rbarker@educ.somerset.go
v.uk)We will then post them
to inspire others.
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P.E.
After school Rounders Club (Year 7, 8 & 9) The Year 7 girls will never forget to stump 4th post to score a rounder again, as
Mrs Bowker has drilled it in to them and it has created a lot of laughs and frantic running to rush back and score.

NEXT TERM
There will be a full programme of after school clubs after Easter, focusing on athletics, cricket, rounders, tennis, basketball
and softball. Follow us on Social Media and the school website for details.

BTEC SPORT - LEVEL 2
The Year 10 BTEC students are completing numerous fitness tests as part of their coursework and to get a base level score
after Lockdown. Why not have a go at one of the tests we are completing?
1 minute sit-up test requires the athlete to perform as many sit-ups as possible in 60 seconds. How to conduct the test:
 Warm up
 Lie on the floor with the knees bent, feet flat on the floor and hands on thighs.
 Sit up touching the knees with palm of hands, and back down. (*If you need, get someone to hold your feet down).
 Perform as many sit-ups as possible in 60 seconds.

Can you beat Isaac Henley who did 82 sit ups in a minute?!
In Year 10 a special mention to Monty Willis, Lola Saxby and Savannah Lamb, who achieved the top marks of their
class in their recent BTEC Sport test.
BTEC SPORT LEVEL 3
Congratulations to Year 13 students Ellie Hull, Seb Horne and Kirsty Hopper who achieved amazing grades in their
recent Unit 2 BTEC Sport external exam. All candidates are on course to achieve fantastic overall grades for this course.
Well done!
In Year 12, the BTEC Sport students are preparing to complete their formal and practical interview for their chosen sports
career as part of their final assignment for Unit 3. Planning is going well and I look forward to observing our talented students
sharing their knowledge with their peers.
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The Learning Centre
MAGIC WAND - COMPETITION RESULTS
In association with the English Department, Year 7 students were invited to
Create A Wand over half term. The winner was Olivia J who received a goody
bag of stationery items and a brand new book.
BOOK TITLES AS EMOJIS - COMPETITION RESULTS
Miss Curley created an online Emoji Competition for Years 7 and 8. Two
correct winners who identified the book titles via the emoji symbols were
drawn out of the hat. The lucky winners were Charlotte W from Year 7 and
Jaime N from Year 8 who won goody bags of stationery and 25 house points each.
HOMEWORK CLUB is up and running again. Students can use the Learning Centre to complete homework in a calm and
supervised space. We will be open to the following year groups 3.10pm – 4.20pm:
Monday Year 7 | Tuesday Year 8 | Wednesday Year 9 | Thursday Year 10
NEW BOOKS INCLUDING MANGA
During recent weeks over 100 new books have been added to stock. Manga lovers will wish to know that
The Learning Centre has added to the Bleach books and now has up to number 49 in the series available
to borrow.
CLICK AND DELIVER
Students unable to access The Learning Centre to borrow books can still make use of the Click and
Deliver service which is accessed via Eclipse on RM Unify. The log-in is the student log-in and the
password is 1234. Instructions are also available in your year group Google Classrooms.
STATIONERY SHOP

The Learning Centre has ties, calculators,
headphones and a range of stationery for sale.
All students are expected to have a pair of
headphones
for
their personal use
at all times at the
Academy. This is
to keep everyone
safe when using
the
school
computers
for
lessons.
A pair can be purchased from the Learning
Centre for £1 if your child needs to buy a PCcompatible set.
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Business Studies

Geography

It has been so wonderful to see our students. We have
been covering a wide range of topics across GCSE and A
level Business.

A huge thank you from the Geography team on the amazing
return of our students. Lessons have demonstrated
exceptional behaviour and students have shown such keen
interest in the topics they have been studying during
lockdown.

For Year 10, we have been studying Business growth –
looking at examples of takeovers and mergers alongside
business ownership and multinational companies. Year 11
have been continuing to explore business finance by looking
at how to calculate gross and net profit, profit margins and
ARR.

Key Geography updates can be found on our website::
https://sites.google.com/
gapps.holyroodacademy.com/holyroodgeography/
home

In the Sixth Form, our Year 12 students have been studying
resource management and managing people. Year 13 have
been studying business strategy including resistance to
change, strategic drift and network analysis (also known as
critical path analysis).

KS3 have been studying places this term thinking about the
misconceptions of these places: Year 7 have been looking at
the continent of Africa, Year 8 - China and Year 9 - India.

Congratulations to our Business Brain Prize winners this
half term. This prize is awarded to every class each half
term for students that are making the most progress or
most effort.

Year 10 have begun a new topic on dynamic development they have spent time understanding the key concepts
behind why some countries develop faster than others
thinking about the human and physical reasons behind this.

Year 10
Hannah Peacock
Ben Milton
Jack Harris

The Census! Students around the school discussed the
momentous 10-year occurrence of the census. During tutor
time students discussed the importance of the census for
designating future funding from the government based on
the information collected.

Year 11
Lewis Putt
Maisey Kelly
Molly Beaumont
Brodie Male

The Eco-committee has been re-established this week watch out for updates from them soon!

Also a huge congratulations to our Business Badge winners
this term:
KEY UPDATES FOR GEOGRAPHY EXAMS

Year 11
Toby Harding
Andreea Placinta
Lily Farmer
Emily Green

Year 11
Will be completing a final mock which will be 1 hour long this will be on paper 1 topics - Changing climate, Sustaining
Ecosystems, Global hazards and Distinctive landscapes.
Students will be preparing for this within their lessons.

Year 10
Alfie Hine
Isaac Henley
Jack Harris
James Edginton

Year 13

Will be completing two more mocks which are each 2
hours long. The topics we will now be focussing on are
Coasts, Tectonics, Regenerating Places and Globalisation.

Follow us on Twitter: @HolyroodBusSt
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Our School Community
STUDENT CONFERENCES

IT’S A KNOCK OUT

Students from both 6th Form and Year 11 took advantage of
the invitation to the Black Lives Matter Conference, hosted
online in March by Wells Cathedral. During this conference
students were able to engage in presentations from
Professors of film making and journalism, Professors of
History, Doctors of Theology and to listen to first-hand
experiences of the Windrush generation.

We have ended the term for KS3 with some well-deserved
fun and team-building activities. These afternoons included
classic races such as the space hopper race, the egg and
spoon and the balloon and tennis racket race. In addition we
included sports that required skill and individual talent, such
as welly-wanging, West Country Limbo (to the sound of the
Wurzels – a new experience for some students) and targetpractice with the teacher being the hapless target. The point
of the afternoons was to have some fun and build some
positive memories and we certainly managed that!

Our second student conference offer is for the Youth
Environment Summit for Somerset. This is open to students
of all ages and is open to book though our webpage. It
includes speakers such as the Chief Executive of the Wildlife
Trust, Lecturers from Bath University who will be discussing
psychotherapy and eco-anxiety, and a range of
environmental campaigners.
COLLABORATION WITH SOMERSET FILM
We have been delighted to welcome Richard Tomlinson
from Somerset Film to work with our Year 12 A level
photography students. With Richard’s guidance we will be
facilitating a community photography project for all
residents of Chard and beyond. This will be shared in a
number of ways including an exciting online virtual gallery.
Richard’s workshop covered an introduction to the project:
 Work on notable photographers who have focused on

mundane/everyday subjects to create powerful images
 Work on a virtual gallery
 Work on a prepared webpage with upload facility for

the community to upload their pictures
Richard will kindly be repeating his workshop for members
of the community in the Summer term. Places will be limited
and will be advertised through our webpage and weekly
bulletin.
CALLING HOLYROOD OLD BOYS AND GIRLS!
Do you know anybody who came to Holyrood in the 1950s
or 1960s? We would like to invite them to an afternoon tea
on Thursday 1st July at 4.30pm. We would love it if they
brought along any school photos and any treasured items
they may have kept, such a school ties, school reports or
exercise books. At this time we would like to share future
building plans for the school and collect stories and
recollections of our former students to help us establish our
own archive for the future.
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Textiles
YEAR 7
Well what a half term Year 7 have had! They have covered so much content. We have seen them develop their sketching skills
through a range of perspective drawings of a tape measure, fashion illustrations inspired by natural form and fashion artist
Grace Ciao and designing container housing. Within this module they also had the option to create their own 3D model of
their housing. I think you can tell that they had fun with this!
Toby Miller

Rebeca Fernandes

Maisy Hounsell

Harland Morris

Cally Margetts
Container house from
week 6 - Designed on
Sketchup
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Textiles
YEAR 7...CONTINUED
Poppy Borrill

Holly Tucker
Lucy Veale - Eco-friendly House

Josie Handley
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Textiles
YEAR 7...CONTINUED

Amelia Grzelewska

Oliver Wiltshire

Toby Miller

Rose Davies

Poppy Borrill

26

DECEMBER 2020

Textiles
YEAR 8 ended their lockdown learning by carrying out an extended project based on investigating the theme of ‘Life on
Mars’. This saw them look further into the areas of transport, fashion, jewellery, architecture, products and interiors. They
developed designs using the acronym SCAMPER, which helps students look at how they can adapt and develop their designs.
This culminated in them creating a final design inspired by ‘Life on Mars’.

Scarlett Spokes

Scarlett Spokes

Maia Morgan

Maia Morgan
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Textiles
YEAR 9s’ extended project was based on the idea of ‘Flat Pack Furniture’. They investigated several designers and companies
that produce a range of interesting and adaptable furniture. I was especially impressed with the level of detail in their Design
Specification, which is a notoriously difficult task, especially without direct teacher guidance. Well done Year 9.

Grace Farmer

Liv Phillips
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Maths
MATHSWATCH HEROES
During our period of remote learning as a whole school we have clocked up 6431.2 hours of learning on the website
www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk, watching 5573 different videos and completing 135401 assignment questions. That’s the same as
276 DAYS of Maths learning.
A big shout out goes to the top 10 students who have engaged with the website, videos and questions with the top minute
counts, all who have clocked up over 26 hours of online learning:
Elizabeth Smith-Layzell
Morgan Atkinson Body
Grace Bowker
Katie Knight
Georgia Finn
Amy Walton
Nathan Searle
Amy Driscoll
Lily Winslade
Joseph Peacock

Remember that www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk and www.mymaths.co.uk are not just for remote learning. We subscribe to these
websites all year round and they supplement our students’ in class learning. Students can log on at any time to revisit topics
covered in class, watch videos to help with revision, complete online homework tasks to practise applying classroom learning
and play the games!
Whilst everyone was working at home it struck Ms Wheatley that lots of students were getting really involved in completing
both MathsWatch and mymaths assignments and lots of scores of 100% were appearing. She started working out the ratio
of 100% scores to the number of students in each class, and letting students know that each score of 100% will lead to an
entry in a raffle. These will be carried out in time for Easter. Some students got really involved and kept repeating sheets
until they got 100%. In the end, the top three groups that she was working with during lockdown were

3rd: 7yJW with 9.5 scores of 100% per student
2nd: 7xWJ with 11.1 scores of 100% per student
1st: 8yJW with an incredible 12.6 scores of 100% per student. They are looking forward to pizza one day soon!
Well done everyone on such excellent engagement.
NUMBERPHILE
Fancy extending your maths knowledge and general application of maths beyond the school curriculum? Students in Year 9
have been using time in lockdown to explore mathematical ideas through watching Numberphile videos on YouTube. They
particularly enjoyed learning more about the number pi to celebrate Pi Day on 14th March https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NPoj8lk9Fo4 What new exciting magical bit of maths will you discover?
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER to keep up with news in the maths world and what we’re up to in the Maths Team.
@HolyroodMaths
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Art
The art rooms have been busy with students completing final pieces and working on practical activities.
Year 7s have been learning colour theory and practising mixing watercolours. Year 8s have experimenting with emotion
and portraiture and Year 9s are working towards a 3D African mask.
Our GCSE groups are working on their final pieces and it is really exciting to see what the students are creating.
Our Year 13s have been working really hard to complete sketchbooks ready for their final pieces. We have art
installations being made, large scale paintings, a billboard for photography and a giant octopus. Cerys has been working
on an art installation inspired by Yayoi Kusama's rooms, students and staff we will need your help to fill the room with
Covid-19 symbols! See below for some of their fantastic work.

Congratulations goes to Kurt Beaver for securing a place at Plymouth University to study Product Design and
Rebecca Mitchell who is off to study Fine Art.
Cerys Llewelyn
Art installation in progress

Aidan Whitworth
Bee lino print

Aallyah Culverwell
Photography final piece focusing on shadows

Earn Rachsuwo
Impressionist landscape painting
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Art
PINHOLE CAMERAS
Somerset Film is supporting the Easter virtual activities which are
being coordinated through SASP for children where there is no faceto-face provision of the Holiday Activity Fund (HAF). We’re offering
an Introduction to Pinhole Camera workshop. There is no cost;
there are just 20 places. If you are interested please let Miss Munro
know.
EASTER COMPETITION
Open to all students and staff to keep your artistic juices flowing
over the Easter holidays!

Music
Meanwhile, the Music Department has been compiling a beautiful collection of musical submissions to the End of Term
Spring Concert!
Please take a moment to visit our YouTube page to enjoy our students’ hard work:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ph_KzBynt2w&t=21s
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COVID Testing at Home

Health & Social Care

Students Testing at Home
Over the Easter holidays, students are still required to
complete two Covid tests per week. We recommend
adopting a routine of two regular days that these are
carried out. Kits can be collected from the Chard Guildhall
every day between 2.30pm - 8pm or ordered online at:
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateralflow-tests

Year 10
This half term the students have been working hard on
their Care Qualities coursework, focussing specifically on
Cheerfulness and Willingness. The application in their
examples to Health, Social Care and Early years settings has
been fantastic.

All results should continue to be reported online, even if
negative:
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
If your child does receive a positive result, please let us
know immediately by emailing the Academy at:

A special mention to Kian Stewart, Chloe Richards,
Tiegan Harvey and Leah Murphy - outstanding work
ethic, well done to you all.

sch.517@educ.somerset.gov.uk

Year 11
This half term the students have been finishing their
benefits of creative activities coursework and have begun
their final piece of coursework for the course. They are
currently planning their own creative activity, many of them
choosing baking. I cannot wait to see the final products.
Yummy!
A special mention to Emily Caddy and Georgie Keeffe
- exceptional coursework and their work ethic is second to
none - well done to both of you.
Year 12
Year 12s have continued to work hard on their exam unit
and their coursework units. They have particularly enjoyed
studying the ageing process and the effects this has
physically and emotionally.
A special mention to Grace Bowker and Tia Langdon
who work incredibly hard in all lessons and have completed
fantastic pieces of coursework - well done girls.
Year 13
The Diploma students have worked hard on their
coursework and studying Health policies and the History of
the NHS and black report. Well done to all of you for
producing excellent coursework to a high standard. The
certificate students have been studying hard on their
Psychology unit and have retained the new information
well.
A special mention to Ellie Knight who always gives 100%
in everything that she does.
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Careers Update

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK
The 10th anniversary of National Careers Week was
celebrated at the beginning of March. Thank you to Years 711 who celebrated the week through having careers
assemblies looking at the opportunities available to them
over the next few years. The overarching theme is to
participate and take up all of the opportunities available.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award continues to have a real
effect on both the students participating and the wider
community. Over the last year, 1500 hours of volunteering
have taken place from Bronze through to Gold award level,
the majority helping family and neighbours through
challenging times. Making meals, delivering medicines,
assisting at the Lord's Larder, reading bedtime stories on
zoom, helping London Zoo with animal behaviour
monitoring and volunteering with the local museum have all
featured. We are all really proud of the achievements of all
participants.

Within this week, there was also a virtual careers fair. This
is still available to visit at https://ncw2021.co.uk/
VIRTUAL CAREERS FAIR | 27TH – 29TH APRIL
Aimed at Years 7-13, the event will connect young people
with local and national employers together with further and
higher education providers across Devon and Somerset,
broadening horizons and raising aspirations through careerrelated learning. The 3-day event will involve a virtual
exhibition as well as 6 live sessions and Q&A.

Bronze award now has approaching 90 participants in Year
9. Skills feature lots of baking and cooking meals to a high
standard based on the photos, calligraphy and handicraft
work. Physical has cycling and running along with online
fitness and preparation for the football and rugby seasons
and volunteering with safe activities at home or in a bubble.

APPRENTICESHIPS

If your child is interested in studying for an apprenticeship
in their future, please make sure
you visit https://
amazingapprenticeships.com/ This site is full of lots of
information on different levels of apprenticeships and
features a parent/ carer guide.

Year 10 Bronze are completing the award sections of
volunteering, physical and skill in order to gain the
certificate of achievement with the intention of gaining the
full award in the summer when hopefully the expedition
takes place. Many students are now moving onto the silver
award whilst still completing the bronze evidence.

VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMMES

Year 11 Silver and Year 12/13 Gold are aiming for their
certificate of achievement and then hopefully will complete
their award once the expedition season is re-established in
the summer term.

There is a wide range of virtual work experience
programmes available. These opportunities will be posted
on the year group Google Classrooms as they become
available.

Holyrood Podcast

Term Dates 2021

A special Easter edition of the Holyrood Happy Hour has
been produced by Miss Wilsher and Mrs Wilsher! Enjoy!

SUMMER TERM
Monday 19 April 2021 - Friday 23rd July 2021

Click the logo to link to YouTube.
Half Term
Monday 31st May 2021 - Friday 4th June 2021

The new 2021/22 term will start for students on
Monday 6th September 2021.
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What’s On Offer in the School Canteen after Easter?
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What’s On Offer in the School Canteen after Easter?

STEM Technician Network
Holyrood is leading the way by creating a STEM Technician Network for the South West by providing an opportunity for
STEM technicians to attend CPD sessions,
meetings with other technicians, share best
practice ideas as well as borrow equipment
and learn from each other.
Our first virtual meeting, run by the Science
Technician Team Leader, Laura Constable
and supported by the other Science
technicians, Hannah, Gill and Belinda has been
a great success with many great ideas shared
and a lot of school technicians joining in.
If you know any Science, DT, Arts, Food Tech
technicians interested in joining, please
contact Laura
lconstable1@educ.somerset.gov.uk
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