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WELCOME
As the festive season rapidly approaches, 2018 seems to have rushed by! Before we
greet 2019 and bid farewell to 2018, we take the opportunity to reflect on the events and
successes here at Holyrood Academy during this year.
It was another successful year academically, with so many students achieving really great
results and so many making such positive next steps in their lives. This seems a long time
ago now - we move on to focus on supporting our current students very quickly. I have
visited many lessons this term which has reminded me that the reason Holyrood is so
successful is the extremely talented and hardworking group of teachers and support staff
that we employ – and that they are teaching talented, positive and dedicated students.
Delivering excellent education is of course what we are here to do but Holyrood life is
about so much more – as always there have been many events and trips and it is these,
coupled with academic success, that gives Holyrood its personality and individuality. Our
sporting success and reputation continue to grow, with many of our teams being declared
District Champions; Music and the Arts continue to amaze and there have been many other
successful enrichment opportunities including some really pleasing successes in the Maths
Challenge and STEM competitions.
I hope you find time to read this newsletter to find out more about what we do and that
perhaps it gives you a feel for what it is like to be a current student at the Academy. As
always I am hugely proud to be the Headteacher at Holyrood, I think it is a great place to
come to school and to come to work. Finally, a huge thank you to you for your continued
support, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Matt Collins
Headteacher
SPRING TERM 2019
Monday 7th January – Friday 5th April
Half Term Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February
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HOUSE NEWS
Quantock
26850

Mendip
25299

Brendon
24298

Blackdown
24063

The reigning champions, Quantock are storming ahead this year in defending their title! Mendip are second and Brendon
and Blackdown continue to battle it out for 3rd place.

Brendon - Jack Dickenson and Braden Harris
with members of Chard Fire Brigade

Mendip - Alex Marshall and Jessica Withers with Blackdown - Edith Evans and Kian Huckett with a
representatives from Cancer Research

Charities
At the end of the term in July 2018, students raised over
£4000 in the first year of the new house system for a
range of charities. House captains selected the chosen
charities at the beginning of the year and students baked
and sold cakes, face painted, sold ice creams, threw wet
sponges at teachers and sang among other things to raise
the whopping amount. Students then donated their house
points to charity to be awarded a portion of the funds
raised. Mendip gave £965 to Cancer Research, Brendon
gave £975 to The Firefighters Charity, Blackdown gave
£1027 to The Project in Chard while Quantock gave £1031
to Help the Heroes.

representative from local charity The Project.

Logos
The big news this term is that each house is going to have
an individual emblem. The following animals have been
chosen to represent each house:
Mendip: falcon, Quantock: stag,
Blackdown: otter, Brendon: fox

Izzabelle Turner, Emily Retter, Jacob Paul, Josie Farley,
Rose Kingsley, Erin Molloy

House Captains
House captains have been hard at work promoting and
encouraging their house tutor groups to sign up for clubs
and competitions and to help fundraise for the chosen
house charities. After a school vote students opted to vote
for the following charities:
Mendip wants to support ‘Helping hands for Gand’, a local
charity that helps understand and raise awareness of a
neurodevelopmental disorder.
Quantock wants to raise money for Zellweger uk, a charity
that supports people with Zellweger spectrum disorder.
Blackdown wants to fundraise for the British Heart
Foundation.
Brendon’s chosen charity is St. Margarets Hospice Care.
These are all worthwhile causes that are local and close
to a lot of our students’ and staffs’ hearts. Over £1000 has
been raised so far! With our next event being “Christmas”,
we hope to raise even more with our Christmas bake sale
and Christmas jumper festivities.

A competition was held for Year 8s to design the house
logos and then judged by our house captains. It was a
tough choice and although Emily Retter 8/7 (Brendon)
and Jacob Paul 8/8 (Mendip) came joint 1st place, it was
decided to take elements from 6 entries to create the final
logos.
We look forward to seeing them professionally made up in
the new year, ready to put on house flags!
Year Group Captains
Another exciting opportunity to look forward to
in the new year is the chance to become a house
captain for your year group! Applications for
house captains and sports captains are being
rolled out from January.
Opportunities are available to win house points both
in the classroom and out. Competitions this term have
included Darts, pumpkin carving, cake making, and making
poppies for remembrance.
There’s lots more to look
forward to in the spring
term, so keep an eye out
and get involved!
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ENGLISH

On 21st November, Year 10 students all took part in a very
special event. For one day only the Royal Shakespeare
Company performed Romeo and Juliet live from the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon.
Romeo and Juliet is the Shakespeare text that all GCSE
students will study at Holyrood Academy for their exam, so
this was a great opportunity not only to enjoy theatre, but
also to get to know one of the texts that they will write an
exam on at the end of Year 11.
The performance began at 9.00 in the morning and ended
at 12.00 noon. It was beamed to schools across the
country. The remarkable thing was that so many actors
were up at that time of the morning. Most actors don’t open
their curtains until at least 3.00 in the afternoon!
The performance was pacey and exciting, and though the
full original Shakespeare script was used, complete with
‘doths’ and ‘thous’ and ‘wherefore arts?’, the costume and
set design and characterisation were very contemporary.

The Capulet and Montague families were played as
modern-day gangs with strong ‘Souf Landan’ accents.
Our Year 10 students ‘with patient ears attended’ and
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to see the play from
beginning to end. They had the best seats in the house
and the event was totally free. Who says you never get
something for nothing?
Year 7 students spent half of the autumn term in their
English lessons marooned on a desert island, detailing the
trials and tribulations of castaway life in vivid and exciting
diary entries. English teachers are happy to report that all
Year 7 students were safely rescued and returned to school,
just in time to study the Year 7 novel with their teacher
for the remainder of the term. Different classes have
been studying different texts, but all have been focusing
particularly on characterisation, from Joey in Michael
Morpurgo’s War Horse to Skellig in the novel of the same
name by David Almond, and lots of others in between.
Year 7 students have also been introduced to Accelerated
Reader, an online tool that allows them to take quizzes
independently on the books they read. Individuals and
classes who pass the most quizzes, read the most words
and make the most progress in their reading can look
forward to prizes at the end of each term, so get reading!
3

Year 8s began the term honing their descriptive writing
skills, learning how to craft effective similes and metaphors,
and how to build layers of vibrant descriptive detail. They
will continue to practise these techniques as they move up
the school, preparing them for the creative writing element
of their GCSE English Language exams. More recently, Year
8 classes have also been focusing on the novel, this time
reading for theme in a variety of more challenging texts,
including The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne
and Stone Cold by Robert Swindells, among many others.
Lastly, year 8 students at Holyrood have also been lucky
enough this term to all take part in Book Buzz, a national
reading programme where each student got to choose and
take home a book for free! Novels in the selection this year
included The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell, a historical
novel about a Russian girl who ‘un-tames’ wolves, as well
as Haunt: Dead Scared by Curtis Jobling, a genre-spanning
comedy ghost story! Students can expect to hear more
about Book Buzz in the spring with the launch of the ‘Book
Buzz and Beyond!’ house competition at Holyrood.

KS4 news
This half-term Year 9s have been reading a number of short
stories with unexpected twists in the tale - like a photo
booth that can predict the future and a woman who kills
her husband with a frozen leg of lamb! They have been
practising the reading and writing skills needed for the
Language exams at the end of Year 11. After Christmas we
continue the Literature course and will start studying the
poetry anthology for the end of Year 10 Literature exams.
Year 10s have been practising the creative reading and
writing skills required for Language Paper One. Just before
Christmas they will have an opportunity to flex their creative
writing muscles and produce their own piece of narrative or
descriptive writing.
Year 11s have been busily preparing for their mock exams,
revising Romeo and Juliet and the 19th century novel
(either A Christmas Carol or Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde). We are
very proud of the hard work and resilience they have shown
in preparing for the mocks. Best of luck to all students! After
Christmas, English revision sessions will continue after
school (3:15-4:15) every Tuesday in B5.

LEARNING CENTRE
New Learning Centre stock!

The Learning Centre team has been busily adding lots of
new items to stock. Since September over 200 new books
have been added to the fiction collection. These range from
Quick Reads for our reluctant readers to A Level titles. In
particular, we have focused on developing our collection of
Gothic and World War 1 fiction plus purchasing even more
copies of the ever-popular Tom Gates.

Into Film Club 2018-19
Into Film Club is in a slightly different format this year as we
will be screening fewer films but using the staged seating in
the upper site hall and the huge screen.
We have started with a free screening of Wonder which was
attended by 38 students.
Our next free screening will be The Greatest Showman.

This term 1025 non-fiction items have been issued
including laptops which are loanable to specific students
to be used in lessons. So far, 1503 fiction titles have been
borrowed by Holyrood Academy students. Interestingly, the
boys continue to borrow slightly more than the girls.
Furthermore, all Year 8 students were invited to select a
title from the Book Buzz shortlist to be purchased for them
to keep. There has been a lot of excitement as these books
have now arrived and are being handed out to students.
Competitions
As always, we have been working closely with our
colleagues in the English Department to run competitions
such as a poetry competition.
We have also been running the popular ‘Book in a Jar’
competition, in which students and staff have to guess the
identity of a sliced up book inside a transparent jar.

Our new Year 7s loved their first ever Film Club!
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FOOD & NUTRITION

Year 7: students are looking into healthy eating, with the
emphasis on 5-a-day and the ‘Eat-Well-Plate’. So far they
have made Fruit Fusion, a Cous-Cous Salad, Chicken Stir
Fry and Soup.
Year 8 students continue with understanding human
nutrition and are working on the new scientific investigation
module on raising agents; having made Stollen, Profiteroles,
Scones and meringues as part of their studies.
Year 9 students have just completed their first individual
task of their own designs and creations to show as many
culinary skills as possible. Products ranged from candystriped pasta filled tortellini to homemade tacos with chilli
con carne and salad. This new GCSE will enable students
to understand the science of foods as well as how to create
skilfully produced products. They main areas of study are:
• Nutrition In this section students will look at guidelines
for a healthy diet and the various nutritional needs
depending on life stage. Students will look at the specific
functions of nutrients in the diet and how to calculate
energy and nutritional values. The study of the various
food groups and their commodities within will also be
scrutinised.
• Cooking and food preparation Students will understand
why food is cooked and be able to choose the
appropriate method. They will also look at the functional
and chemical properties of ingredients. Food hygiene will
play an important part of the course and students will
have the opportunity to take the Level 2 award in food
safety as well.
• Practical skills There are a number of practical skills to
be practised and honed through practical sessions; some
of these will include making sauces, setting hot and cold
mixtures, using raising agents, making doughs, filleting
fish and the careful dissection of chickens.
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Year 10: students were lucky enough to have a masterclass
from the ‘Taste of Game’ in mid-November when their
Chef, Simon Gray taught them how to bone out a pheasant
and then create some amazing pheasant meatballs in a
sundried tomato sauce.
Year 11s have now completed their first assignment
for their GCSE in NEA1 Food Investigation: the flavour
and texture of pastry, where they had to investigate the
functional and chemical properties of ingredients used
to make shortcrust pastry. A number of experiments and
investigations have taken place with some interesting
outcomes to prove or disprove their hypotheses and finding
that perfect shortcrust pastry.
They are now working towards the next part of their GCSE
in NEA2 Food Preparation: plan, prepare, cook and present
a range of dishes that are based on an Asian cuisine, where
they have to present three dishes which demonstrate their
understanding and application of nutritional knowledge.
We’re looking forward to trying and tasting these culinary
delights after their 3 hour practical examination later in the
year. Watch out for the photos in the next edition!
Year 12s are studying for the new WJEC Level 3 Diploma
in Food Science and Nutrition, looking at Food Safety and
Microbiology. We’ve seen lots of enthusiasm and plenty
of unusual products chosen this year; from creating the
ultimate seafood main to the perfect vegetarian dish.

Mr Webb
demonstrated
a real-life Food
lesson on Open
Evening!

HISTORY

An excellent start to the year for Year 7 in History. As
always the students thoroughly enjoyed learning about
the challenges Bardulf faced after the Norman Conquest
and are currently exploring the Medieval mind and some
of their irrational explanations for causes and cures of the
Black Death! We have been thrilled to see how positively the
students are engaging with their knowledge organisers to
learn the core content and we have been able to celebrate
this knowledge in every lesson with them.

Thank you to all the parents, carers and students who
attended the recent Battlefield Trip meeting; we are very
much looking forward to visiting France and Belgium in
March. We politely ask that any students coming on the
trip have relatives who fought in the Great War and died on
the Western Front could inform their History teacher by the
second week in January. This will enable us with sufficient
time to complete any necessary research.
Our GCSE students are also making tremendous progress.

Year 8s have also been studying Medieval history and their
lessons have seen many characters from the past make
special appearances in our lessons: Pope Urban II, Henry II
and Richard the Lionheart, to name just a few!

Year 10s have been learning about Weimar and Nazi
Germany this term, with Lewis Griffiths and Coben
Caulfield-Kerney re-enacting a restaurant scene between
General Malcolm and General Ludendorff about the
‘dolchstoss myth’ – if you want to know more about this –
just ask our students!
In conjunction with the Textiles department we ran a
successful House Competition for the First World War
centenary. A display of the submissions was in the main
reception with many guests admiring on the skills of our
students, including engraving Great War poetry and extracts
of The Exhortation from Laurence Binyon’s ‘For the Fallen’
on to the poppies.

Our Year 11 students have clearly been investing time
using our revision resources, with many of them achieving
excellent results in their mocks. The History Year 11
intervention class on a Friday lunchtime is growing each
week as the realisation that their ‘real’ exams are just
around the corner. Plenty of time is built in to review core
knowledge and to ensure that the students understand how
to apply this effectively to the exam questions. If they would
like any extra advice they only have to ask, we are always
happy to help.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
A real highlight this term for Year 9 Health & Social Care
students was the visit from an ambulance crew. The
paramedics were amazing at demonstrating a real-life ‘callout’ by rushing to the aid of Mrs Chapman! Students got to
study close-up how a patient is placed on a spinal board
and then on to a trolley before entering an ambulance,
and it entailed a lot more than they first thought. It was a
brilliant visit and particularly inspirational to students with
aspirations in this field.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

are developed and key up and coming designer styles.
After this they visited the Fashion Museum in Bath where
the students were able to try on historical dress and get
up close with fabrics and styles they will need to have an
understanding of for their examinations.

TEXTILES
It’s been an active start to the beginning of this academic
year in Textiles. Year 7s have been working hard to develop
their knowledge and application of Smart materials in the
manufacture of their ‘Pop Art’ inspired cushions. They have
learnt how to accurately use the sewing machines and
developed hand skills in embroidery and surface decoration.
Notable students are Luke-Ashley Rolfe for his sewing
machine skills and George Evans for excellent application
of embroidery and developing a fantastic cushion.
Year 8s have manufactured some fantastic ‘Mexican Day
of the Dead’ inspired bags. They have used tie-dye, hand
embroidery, disperse dye, applique and screen printing.
WOW that’s a lot of techniques. This project has allowed
them to develop on the skills learnt in Year 7. The second
aspect of this rotation has been learning the new skills of 1
and 2 point perspective drawing which will enable them to
present their work in 3D and render.
Year 9 students have completed their first rotation within
their chosen option. They have covered core Textiles
knowledge within fibres and fabrics, sustainability and
papers and boards. They have now moved on to cover the
core Resistant Materials aspect of the course, where the
key knowledge will be woods, metals and plastics and will
be discovered through three mini projects in order to create
dog tags, laser cut Christmas decorations and moulded
acrylic broaches.
Year 10s have been developing their product analysis skills
through the disassembly and reassembly of an adult’s shirt
into a children’s shirt. This has allowed them to investigate
key construction skills and environmental considerations
needed within their GCSE NEW coursework.
Year 11s are now deep into their controlled assessment.
They are continuing to develop their ideas and test out a
variety of techniques. Many students have started modelmaking and are continuing to work on visualising their final
design. It’s exciting to see their products develop.
6th Form have covered the ‘history of dress’ element
of their course and have recently had the exceptional
opportunity to get a real insight into the fashion industry
by visiting the Mulberry Bag factory near Bath. They
were able to see British manufacturing at its best, how
production lines are managed and laid out, how products
7

RESISTANT MATERIALS
It has been a busy and productive start to this academic
year in the DT department. Year 7 students have worked
hard by developing their designing and making skills and
are currently completing their 3rd project since September.
They have learnt how to make circuits, use soldering
irons and the real world applications of Smart materials
in their battery tester; they have learnt about wood and
its processes in their toys and are now completing a CAD
project using polymers. Phew they have been very busy
making such lovely things!
Year 8s have developed a piece of cast pewter jewellery
based on their chosen iconic designer and have learnt
about mould making, die casting and the properties of
metals. All these skills and knowledge are building upon
Year 7 work and forming strong foundations of the new
GCSE, should they opt for it.
GCSE students in Year 10 have been designing and
manufacturing prototype pizza cutters based on
ergonomics after being inspired by BBC2’s big life fix, where
designers helped solve the every-day needs of the disabled.
We have seen some truly inspirational ideas that these
students have worked hard to design and manufacture,
ready for testing on pizzas.
Year 11s are now well into their controlled assessment and
are hard at work developing their designs and prototypes
for the chosen subject. Many students have started to use
Fusion 360, our newest CAD software, which is enabling
them to design complex shapes and render in a range of
realistic materials. It also allows them to be tested virtually
for the stresses that might be applied in real use. This
software and staff training was enabled by a Bursary from
the National STEM centre in York and is already having
an impact on our students’ creativity and progress. It is
exciting waiting to see their final outcomes using this.

MUSIC
Year 9s have set off on their GCSE journey with lessons
on chords and music with variations. This will set solid
foundations for their first compositions.
GCSE students in Years 10 and 11 are busy continuing their
studies and working hard on preparing their performances
and compositions for the exams. A huge variety of work is
being prepared which is very exciting.
There are lots of music clubs in lunch break and after
school. New members are always very welcome. Why not
come along at the beginning of the Spring term and join in!

This term has been a very busy one in the music
department with preparations for the Carol Service which
took place on Tuesday 11th December in St Mary’s Church,
Chard. The Chamber Choir have been especially busy
as they also sang for the residents of Victoria Court on
Tuesday 18th December.
Year 7s have had an introduction to playing keyboards and
guitars this term as well as learning all about rhythm and
notation of music. We definitely have some budding up and
coming musicians amongst this year group.
Year 8s have been learning all about Blues music and
Calypso music. They have produced some lovely written
work which is on display in the department.
The Summer Concert held at the end of last term was an
absolute delight! Well done to all who took part and put on
such a professional and memorable performance. Here are
some photos!
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SCIENCE
Equipped with his five senses, man explores the universe around him
and calls the adventure Science. - Edwin Powell Hubble
After a fantastic set of Summer exam results, the Science
department has returned this term with a real focus on
what we - both teachers and students - need to do to
ensure our current GCSE and 6th form students exceed
their expectations. It has been fantastic to see so many
Year 11 students at the intervention sessions on Thursday
afternoons, revision guides have been flying out of the
department and the effort going into the homeworks in
Years 9, 10 and 11 has been really encouraging.

The annual Open Evening was again a great success for
Science, with all the team getting involved in hands-on
activities with the Year 6 students who were visiting the
Academy.

Lower down the Academy, there is a great vibe among our
budding Scientists. The new Year 7 students have thrown
themselves into their Science lessons, learning about safety
in the lab, how to use Bunsen Burners and making model
cells for a House competition.
Cell model winners !!
Congratulations

1st
Megan
Wrenn

2nd
Finley
Green

House point prizes
All entries- 5
3rd – 15
2nd – 25
1st – 50

3rd
Oliver SmithLayzell

STEM Club students from Year 9 meet once a week
to design and carry out experiments in addition to the
curriculum after school on Tuesdays. Seen here are some
of our keen STEM scientists!

Sixth Form students are now really focusing on getting their
Science KS5 qualifications – the department offers A-levels
in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, and a Level 3 BTEC in
Applied Science. A large number of Year 11 students chose
to have a taster lesson in one of these subjects in the recent
6th form taster day, with chicken leg dissections, lasers and
getting DNA from lentils forming part of the day!
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A neutron walks into a bar and asks how
much for a beer. The bartender replies,
“For you, no charge.”

STEM

On Friday 23rd of November, 3 teams from different Key
Stages were invited to enter the Crewkerne Rotary Club’s
Technology Competition held at Wadham School. This
competition has run for the last 9 years but was our first
year of entry. Students were presented with a task on
the day and with both limited tools and materials had to
produce a working crane that was able to lift and move
an object at the end of a track. All teams had to include
a motor and create a switch that reversed its direction,
something of a challenge when your limited items include
paperclips, elastic bands and drawings pins.

It was an amazing opportunity for our STEM students to
take part in this challenge and we would like to thank both
the Rotary Club and its industry sponsors for supporting the
day.

Teams were marked on their efforts, solution, design
portfolio and their teamwork. Judging continued
throughout the day and the students worked unaided,
happily discussing their ideas with the judges as the day
progressed.
After a busy but fun day, it was exciting for the teams to
compete against other schools and to discover that both
our KS3 and 5 teams had placed 2nd in their age groups,
while our KS4 team had achieved an amazing 1st place!

Jake Whinyates, from our KS4 STEM team being assessed as
they tested their crane.

Ollie Gage, Will Reid, Max Clayton and Evan
Koike with their crane.

Georgie Willis, Part of our 6th form STEM team
testing their prototype crane.

ELECTRONICS PROJECT

We spent a morning with several students from Fiveways
School, Yeovil in order for our GCSE students to partner up
with a client for their Electronic project work. Part of the
brief this year was to produce a product to help a disabled
person. So our students have now built a relationship with
these students and their own projects have now become
real. Fiveways will be coming to us in January and our
students will be helping them to make a sensory object for
their sensory garden.

Katelin Berry, Vikki Cox and Tamsin McKerrow in Year 10
Lucy Webb, Toby Brimacombe, Bevan Jasat, Jude Fairburn
and Kieran Dowson in Year 11
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COMPUTING & IT

KS3
We have been immensely proud and amazed at how Year
7s have firstly settled into Holyrood Academy and produced
some really good work and secondly how they have taken
to block programming. We have begun to see the makings
of good computer programmers and also logical thinkers.
Year 8s too have been using their knowledge organisers
well to prepare for the lessons. Both year groups have been
looking at aspects of computational thinking which are
decomposition, pattern recognition, pattern generalisation
and abstraction, and Algorithm design. We already have
some great computer scientists coming along who also
attend our after school sessions. The fun of programming
is great to see in the classroom. Next term Year 7 and
Year 8 will be exploring the pocket sized Micro:bit computer.
Students will discover how
to get data from sensors like
those found in mobile phones
including movement, light
and temperature and creating
wearable solutions like name
badges.
Cambridge Nationals in IT
Students have been working hard to complete their first
coursework, many of whom have been working in the IT
suites over lunchtimes, which is marvellous! Students
have produced some really good technical work including
relational databases, pivot tables and a presentation
which allows for real time updates, along with a full
documentation of the project life cycle. We will be studying
for the final exam in the new year as the coursework is sent
off to the exam board in January, so no more coursework!
Their final exam will be on Monday 13th May. Students
will also do a full mock examination in the hall before this,
so that they are fully prepared. We would like to thank the
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following students who have been coming to lunchtime
support for most of the last term: Harry Washbourne, Luke
Lifton, Robert Atyeo, Matti Burge, Kaya Dennis, Paris
Chlopecki-Carslake, Holly Wheaton, Oliver Denning & Orrin
Hobbs.
Computer Science
Year 11 students have finally completed their NEA (nonexam-assessment) which is a requirement of the course
and the skills gained will benefit them for their end of year
exams in May. Some students surprised themselves at how
well they completed the project and to see their programs
working. Year 10s are working hard developing their Python
programming skills before commencing the NEA in the new
year. Good luck to those students! Our new Year 9 students
are a delight to teach and they have embraced Python. We
have seen some highly gifted and talented programmers
who are working on elements taught at Year 11!
Post 16
Our sixth form students have been busy investigating what
makes a good website, along with learning the HTML &
CSS skills to build their own. This part of the course allows
our students’ creative side to come out along with some
impressive coding skills - well done! After Christmas we will
be improving our websites further by learning JavaScript - a
fantastic skill to have.
Year 13s Computing have their Unit 2 examination on the
22nd January 2019 and some have a re-sit for Unit 1 on
the 18th January. All students have been given sample
examination papers which they can do over the holidays.
We will do a mock paper for Unit 2 on the first week back,
so get revising and good luck.
Merry Christmas!
Mrs Welsh, Mr Migliari, Mr Stones & Mrs Park

MATHS

Holyrood Darts
The Holyrood 101 darts competition returned this term and
once again proved to be a great ‘Oche’-asion with many
different students stepping up, throwing 6 darts and trying
to score as high as possible in order to win house points.
Holyrood staff and students were invited to ‘come and have
a throw’ gaining one house point for taking part and 5 more
if they scored 101 or more.
For the second year in a row, Warren “Wazza” Bowditch
top-scored amongst all Holyrood students with 212 points!
The staff’s Mr Hayden top-scored with 240 (including a
maximum 180) in his six darts. Well done to all that took
part. Look out for new darts competitions as the year goes
on. Top ten student and staff scores are detailed below

Senior Maths Challenge
It was the Year 12 and 13s turn this half term to take the
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Senior Maths
challenge this term. The Senior Maths Challenge is aimed at
all students aged 16 and above who study Maths in the UK.
It is an extremely challenging test of a student’s ability to
think logically and solve problems and involves answering
25 multiple choice questions in an hour and a half. Example
questions from the challenge are below…. Could YOU
answer them!?
A particular ‘Well done’ to Rei Yamada in Year 13 and Jess
Long in Year 12 who achieved the highest score from each
Year group!
Year 13
Rei Yamada – Silver
Toby McDonald – Silver
Jack Bevans – Bronze
Liam Mathieson – Bronze
Liam Bale – Bronze
Year 12
Jess Long – Silver
Storm Lamb – Bronze
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ART

This term, Year 7 students have been looking at colour and
the artwork of Andre Derain and David Hockney. They have
learnt about mixing paints and colour theory.

Year 9s have been mask-making and looking at African
culture; focusing on pattern and texture and transferring
their 2D designs into 3D realisations.

Year 8 classes have been hard at work this term focusing
on the shape and form of insects. The students have
produced some fantastic drawings and now aim to develop
their ideas into sculpture!

Year 10s continue with their first GCSE project; either
Gargoyles, Pots, or Big Food. Students are working hard in
their sketchbooks developing their ideas ready to create
their final pieces after the holidays.

With plastic and waste being a hot topic of society today,
we aim to highlight the importance of recycling. Over the
Christmas period we are encouraging students to look
at their presents’ packaging and how it can be reused to
create ‘bug features’.

Year 11 students have been doing their mock exams but
have also had a taster session of what is to come in Year
12 if they select Art A-Level. Work is on a bigger scale with
more ambition, freedom and choice. Students were drawing
peppers straight onto A1 paper with Oil pastels - No pencil
or cautious starts allowed!

DRAMA

Well we’ve hit the ground running this year in Drama with
some fantastic performances and trips.
Our new Year 9 GCSE students have been working their
Drama socks off producing two, brilliantly amusing,
thought-provoking and often poignant whole group
performances. Mrs Lowe’s group have looked at and
explored the issue of gun violence in America and Mr
Johnson’s group have used real life soldiers’ accounts of
the First World War to produce a touching piece about
the Great War. Everyone has put in a herculean effort
to perform these pieces and both groups have grown
together… and it’s only the first term!
Year 11 students are now in the thick of it! They have
completed 60% of their GCSE, pulling off some sublime
performances to our visiting examiner. 80’s nightclubs,
school discos, murder in the woods, teenage pregnancy
and northern pubs were some of the settings and themes.
Well done Year 11 - just the exam to go guys!
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Our Year 13 Performing Arts students recently got a taste
of Uni life with a packed visit to Plymouth. Presentations
and practical workshops with University lecturers, a
campus tour and perhaps most exciting a tour backstage
of the Theatre Royal made this a day to remember… in fact
the lecturers were so impressed with our PA students that
they’ve invited us back in March!
And speaking of trips, Year 11 will have the shock of
their lives in January when they travel to London to see
the terrifying Woman in Black (and see the price of ice
cream in the theatre!) and Year 10 will laugh, sing and cry
(sometimes all at the same time) when they experience the
brilliant Blood Brothers in March in Torquay.

BUSINESS STUDIES

The Year 12 Business Studies A-Level students have been
busy making their millions – virtually anyway! Split into
investor teams, they have been taking part in the Investor
Challenge which involves investing virtual money in the
stock market with the aim of gaining the most return. The
top prize being an all-expenses paid trip to New York to visit
the financial district as well as some famous landmarks.
While this has been going on, other Year 12s have been
preparing to take part in the BASE accounting competition.
This has been available to all Year 12 students and is a
unique and exciting experience where the students will be
able to engage in business challenges that will enable them
to develop key employability skills and understand what it’s
like to be an Accountant.

GEOGRAPHY

Chard Regeneration Project
Thank you to everyone who filled in the surveys in their
Geography lessons. Your results and ideas were presented
to local councillors by some exceptional students who
are representing Holyrood’s views and input for the Chard
Regeneration Project. The Councillors were so impressed
with our students that they have earmarked another project
for our expert planners - look out for news about for this
soon if you want to get involved! Well done to Harvey
Anderson, Jake Dennis, Callum Boyland, Grace Scribbins,
Grace Lees and Jamie Chapman.

Watch this space for the return of the Tenner Challenge
in March – Students aged 15-18 will face the challenge of
making as much profit as possible with a startup of just a
tenner. The competition will enable students to build skills
that can be used throughout their education and further
afield.
So far it has been a brilliant year for Business Studies, Years
11, 12 and 13 all have mocks coming up, as well as Year 13
BTEC - they have all worked extremely hard in preparation,
we wish them all so much luck!

Calling all Year 8s! If you’re starting to think about your
GCSE Options then consider Geography, as it is a dynamic
subject with plenty of opportunities like fieldwork trips,
linking with the local community, learning about worldly
issues and discovering how this planet works. Look out for
more information in your lessons very soon.
Bugs eaten at Open Evening!
The Geography Department was buzzing (almost literally!)
with Year 6 pupils coming to look round and see what
happens in a geography lesson at secondary school. A
particular highlight seemed to be sampling the food of the
future which involved eating dried bugs in true Celebrity
Jungle style! Seen here is Ona Hurley, encouraging a pupil
to eat a small, dried cricket for the reward of a tube of
parma violets!

Year 7s have got off to a great start with their fieldwork
trips into Chard to complete a study on the best location for
a cinema in the town. It’s fascinating to read some of their
suggestions!
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SIXTH FORM

The Senior Team
Their first term in post has been very productive with
fundraising events for charity, supporting the Academy with
House competitions, organising the Year 7 Halloween Disco
and working closely with the younger students and wider
community. It has been a real team effort, with excellent
leadership from our Head Girl, Gaby Lang and the two
deputies Megan Sitton and Sammy-Jo Lawler.
Charity Fundraisers
The sixth form students started the year with our most
successful Macmillan Coffee Morning to date, raising
£287.15. The students baked a huge assortment of cakes
and biscuits and opened up the Sixth Form to all years and
even painted their nails red in support of Mrs Seib; their
hashtag #doitforseiby really captured their motivation for
the day.
Another successful cake sale was led by the Year 12
students with support from our Senior Team for Children
in Need. They raised £143.43 just from staff and Sixth
Formers buying their delicious goodies and organising a
fancy dress competition, with Jack Dickenson and Ayrton
White coming joint first as ‘Mario and Luigi’.
Jack Dickenson has also been supporting the Academy’s
House system by organising the popular Mario Kart
competition at lunchtimes for all students. His competitive
spirit has gone even further with him challenging Mr
MacCormick each Wednesday after school in a friendly
cross-country training session in preparation for their
fundraising for Crisis this Christmas. Staff and Sixth
Formers rode 100km from Lyme Regis to Minehead on the
1st December raising money for Crisis this Christmas. A
fantastic cause with every £28.18 providing food, shelter
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and care for a homeless person for the entire week over
Christmas – helping many leave homelessness behind
them for good. The Senior Team wanted to ensure everyone
in the Sixth Form could contribute if they so wished, so
there has been a large print of a bike in our foyer with the
students kindly donating whatever spare change they have
on to it over the past few weeks. As this goes to print the
total continues to rise, and will be posted on our Twitter
page on the 21st December. For anyone wanting to donate
this can still be done at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
holyroodcoasttocoast
Alongside this, we will be working with Lord’s Larder (a
local food bank) in the new year to support others in our
community.
The Halloween Disco
The Senior Team put on a fantastic disco for the Year 7s.
The costumes that Sixth Formers, Year 7s and even staff
wore were spooktacular. It was a brilliant night with lots of
competitions and dancing; all the students certainly enjoyed
mummifying the teachers! This raised over £400 and
allowed the students to showcase their pumpkins from the
House competition earlier that week.
The Community Christmas Afternoon Tea Party
Once again the Senior Team has hosted a very festive
Christmas afternoon for the elderly in our community. Just
over 40 Chard residents attended and were treated to a
warm welcome with our talented flutists, followed by carol
singing, a Christmas quiz, delicious food and a present
to go home with. I was very proud of all their efforts in
coordinating the afternoon but in particular the enjoyment
that was so evident from everyone involved.

Cambridge HE+
Nine of our Year 12 students attended the Cambridge HE+
launch day in Cheddar at the beginning of November. This
was a brilliant opportunity for our students to work with
other students from across Somerset and Dorset. With just
over 100 students at the event, they were asked to tackle
Oxbridge entry tests and problem solve in small groups.
Charlotte Denning was in the winning team for the latter
task and Ross Walker, Jess Long and Laura Hall all had
a special mention at the end of the day for their efficient
work ethic. An exceptional start to the programme, with
two more individual work days before the residential in the
summer.

Extra-curricular
There have been lots of extra-curricular activities already
this academic year, with trips to Plymouth Conservatoire,
sporting fixtures, Engineering excursions and the Textiles
visit to Mulberry in Bath - to name just a few.
The largest of the trips was to Cardiff in October when the
Sixth Formers had the day to explore the city and then we
had an action-filled evening watching an ice hockey match
– a very entertaining game with the Red Devils beating the
Sheffield Steelers 7-1.
The Sixth Formers truly deserve all the enrichment we can
offer them, with our deal being very clear: if they work hard
we will try our hardest to deliver every opportunity they
want to them!
We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a joyous
New Year!

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Students attending Holyrood Academy, whose parents/
carers receive certain benefits, may be entitled to free
school meals. At secondary schools it is the responsibility
of the parents/carers to apply for Free School Meals for
their children by completing an application form via their
website. Somerset County Council will process applications
and communicate directly with the applicant. It is really
easy to apply so we urge anyone who thinks they may be
entitled to visit the council website:

• Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.
• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999
• Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as
assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190, as long as
the family is not also in receipt of Working Tax Credit.

www.somerset.gov.uk/education-learning-and-schools/
school-life/free-school-meals
The benefits you need to be in receipt of in order to qualify
are:
• Universal Credit with an annual household income of
less than £7,400 after tax
• Income Support (IS)
• Employment and Support Allowance (Income related)
- not Contribution related
• Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not
Contribution based
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YEAR 7

SELF-QUIZZERS
Our new Year 7 students have done a fantastic job at
getting into the routine of self-quizzing homework. They are
enjoying showing off their knowledge in lessons and this is
excellent preparation for when they move up through the
school. Well done to our top self-quizzers for the Autumn
Term. Keep up the good work!
TOP 50 house points

MOST IMPROVED
30 house points

7/1

Joe Cashin
Leah Aston
Oliver Smith-Layzell

Charlie Bradshaw
Lillie-Mae Wood

7/2

Lawrence Hinkley
Ethan McNally
Matilda Clayton

Callum Brooks
Alfie Bliss-Colesell

7/3

Flora Godfrey
Meg Wrenn
Lewis Cotterell

Jack Lewis
Elodie Jurado

7/4

Gracie Bourne
Charlotte Lamb
Alesha Dixon

Matthew Pike
Hayden White

7/5

Kathleen Marabut
George Jones
Holly Sunnick

Diana Rosa
Leon Gibson

7/6

Matilda Wallbridge
Lola Russell
Olivia Lawrence

Miles Bowker
George Evans

7/7

Rosie Zbijowski-Harris
Aaron Batty
Evie Lockyer

Sophia Shortland
Pawel Borowiec

7/8

Rosie Parris
Amelia Lant
Bradley Newbery

Maddie Madge
Warren Wright

Gilbert James Award (30 house points)
Dylan Pope
Aaron Nightingale
Tomas Ferreira
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YEAR 7 WALK
Once again the entire new Year 7 intake set-off on a 6 mile
team-building expedition from Ilminster to Chard. This
was a tutor-bonding exercise and thoroughly enjoyed by
students and staff alike. Mr Collins awarded all participants
with a shiny, metal house badge as a reward for completing
the trek. Well done all!
Check out the new display board in the main corridor
on Upper Site for an extensive range of photos from the
expedition.

MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION
Early on the morning of Saturday 24th of November, Miss
Hamilton and Mrs Sullivan took 13 very smart Year 11s
to Bristol Crown Court to take part in the National Bar
Mock Trial competition. Upon arrival at the courts and
introduction to our mentor Barrister Holly Gilbery, the team
met the efficient and confident-looking competition from
3 other schools around Bristol, fuelling their nerves and
excitement about the day ahead.
The first case was to prosecute a fictional character which
had allegedly planned with other criminals to defraud a
vulnerable older lady. Our barristers (Jess and Coltrane)
prosecuted the case well; our witnesses were unmovable
(Robert and Kieran); our clerk incredibly professional
(Annabelle), but the jury found the accused innocent so
sadly we lost the case.
In the second case it was the turn of the barristers to
prosecute a person who had allegedly thrown acid over
a victim at a party. Again our barristers were fantastic
(Luke and Ellie), they badgered the witnesses relentlessly;
our witnesses (Martha and Robert) gave little away, but
unfortunately the jury found the defendant guilty and sadly
we lost case two.
During the lunch break our mentor Barrister Holly spent a
rigorous hour preparing Jess and Coltrane to defend the
same case that they had prosecuted earlier in the day. It
was a difficult case to defend, as there was much evidence
to say she had, but our barristers were amazing. They
grilled witnesses, undermined evidence, strengthened the
jury’s perception that our defendant (Martha) was innocent
by carefully teasing the clear track of events from our
witnesses (Ellie and Robert). Our usher (Raf) was by far
the most professional and organised of all the ushers. Our
witnesses held their ground and, as a team, they managed
to convince the jury that the defendant was indeed innocent
of the alleged fraud crime… thus they won the case!

In every case I fought the urge to cry at the brilliance and
confidence our students exuded. They battled it out against
some older students and at times they felt unprepared,
but despite this showed excellent resilience and adapted
to every situation thrown at them. Both Miss Hamilton and
myself were most impressed with their excellent grasp of
the feedback given by the judges and their determination
to learn from their mistakes and, instead of crumbling
under the pressure, they grew in confidence and exuded
presence… or in other words – ‘They owned the room’.
The event was well organised (many thanks to the
Citizenship Foundation) and the judges were approachable,
friendly and incredibly professional. As a teacher it is a
pleasure to help students prepare and then take part in this
event. We all left with smiles on our faces – very enthused
students and two very proud teachers. Can’t wait for next
year….
Well done to the team:
Jess Withers
Ellie Hull
Coltrane Rogers
Luke Lifton
Anabelle Dymore-Brown
Rafaela Monteiro Tavares
Martha Cosgrove
Robert Ayto
Kieran Dowson
Tyler Swain
Andre de Bere
Holly Martin
Leah Fox
Daniela Monteiro Tavares
Rita Silva
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AWARDS

Many congratulations to this year’s award winners who
attended our special Awards Evening at Holyrood on 17th
December. A wonderful evening was had by all, celebrating
the success and achievement of these incredible students.
We’re very proud of you!

Subject Awards
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A particular highlight this year was our Guest Speaker, Mr
Mark Hunter OBE who is a GB Olympic and World Rowing
Champion. It was truly inspiring to listen to him talk about
his life and career.

Major Awards

REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLIES
In November Mr Roper delivered a very moving
Remembrance Assembly to all year groups. He entitled
it ‘Inseparable’ and focussed on a Chard family related to
Dan Field, a student in Year 9. Mr Roper researched and
presented the story about two local men, Percy Harwood
(the great, great grandfather to Dan) and Thomas Trott who
died in the Great War after living and fighting alongside
one another all their lives. It was made particularly special
for the Year 9s who met Greta, the 102 year old daughter
of Percy. It was a fascinating and very moving tale of two
men who stood by one another and communicated to
their families about their experiences. Mr Tozer ended the
assemblies with an incredible rendition of The Last Post.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Once again, sporting achievement at Holyrood goes from
strength-to-strength with District and County Champions
across a variety of sports as well as a rich extra-curricular
offer. The weather has delayed a number of Finals so keep
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an eye on @HolyroodSport for up-to-date results! Our
newly-refurbished sports hall is providing students with
even more quality opportunities and take-up at new clubs is
immense!

Year 7 Girls Hockey: County Champions

Year 11 Girls Hockey

Year 8 Girls Hockey: County Finalists

Year 7 Boys Hockey: County Finalists

Year 9 Girls Hockey: County Champions

Year 8 Boys Hockey: County Finalists

Year 10 Girls Hockey

U14 Boys Hockey: County Finalists

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

U15 Boys Hockey: County Finalists

Year 9 Boys Rugby: District Finalists

U16 Boys Hockey: County Finalists

Year 10 Boys Rugby

Year 7 Boys Rugby: District Champions

Year 11 Boys Rugby: District Finalists

Year 8 Boys Rugby: District Champions

U13 & U15 Girls Rugby
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Indoor Athletics Squad: Y7 Girls are District Champions.
Year 8 Boys and Year 8 Girls are County Finalists

Year 10 Boys Football

Year 7 Boys Football

Year 11 Boys Football

Year 8 Boys Football

U13 Girls Football

Year 9 Boys Football

U14 Girls Football

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

U15 Girls Football

Year 7 Girls Cross Country

U16 Girls Football

Year 8 Girls Cross Country

Year 7 Boys 5-a-side

Year 7 & 8 Boys Cross Country

Year 7 Girls 5-a-side

U14 Boys Basketball
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

U16 Boys Basketball

U14 Boys Handball
Special mentions for individuals:
A number of Holyrood students have been demonstrating
their sporting excellence outside of the Academy this year,
achieving individual success at County and even National
level!

Year 7 Girls Indoor Cricket

Heidi Warren - County Handball
Ollie Saxby, Barnaby Willis & Harvey Evans - County
Hockey
Harvey Evans & Riley Millett - County Cricket
Holly Griffiths, Phoebe Grinter, Zoe Hunt, Lola Saxby,
Crocus Douglass, Charlotte Lamb, Daisy Russell, Amy
Driscoll - District / County Cricket
Holly Griffiths - County Football
Jake Dennis - Yeovil Football Academy
Sharnie Mabey - Visually impaired County Cricket
Ollie Collins - England Bowls
Hannah Wells - GB Archery
Connor White - National Trampolining Finalist
Cruz Baker, Callum Boyland, Jake Dennis, Brett Beaver,
Brad Putt - District Football

U13 & U15 Boys Indoor Cricket

U14 Girls Handball
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Guest coach from Yeovil RFC (Bea Chubb) ran a special
training session for us.

VECTOR LEARNING TRUST
As we reach the end of another term and another year it is lovely to look back and celebrate
our successes. Contained within this newsletter are so many examples of just what makes
Holyrood the outstanding, caring, high achieving and vibrant school that it is. I hope you
have enjoyed reading about the many exploits of our students and that you appreciate, as
I do, the tireless work of our amazing staff in enabling these things to happen. It is very
pleasing for me to see evidence that alongside ongoing excellence in the classroom our
students are able to access an unbelievable range of opportunities to complement their
studies. In a climate where schools are being put under increasing pressure it is vital that we
maintain our high quality wider curricular offer.
From a Trust perspective it has been a challenging but ultimately rewarding year. We head
in to 2019 in good shape with our partnership with Uffculme already starting to show its
potential. I remain convinced that we will benefit from working closely with the highest
achieving school in the region, indeed I believe that the partnership will enable Holyrood
to continue to go from strength to strength. Financial pressures this year have led to us
making some very difficult decisions, especially at Axe Valley and at times like this you
find out a lot about yourself and those with whom you work closely. However, we enter the
new year in great shape and I am hopeful that the partnership with Uffculme will become
formalised and that Holyrood will make a strong contribution to what I believe will be one of
the strongest groups of schools across the South West.
Thank you for your continued support, more students than ever before are choosing to
come to Holyrood and this is in part due to the way in which you support us and spread the
word about the positives contained within these pages.
Have a great Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.
Martin Brook
CEO Vector Learning Trust

26

Holyrood Academy
Zembard Lane, Chard
Somerset TA20 1JL
Telephone: 01460 260100
sch.517@educ.somerset.gov.uk
www.holyroodacademy.com

