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Headteacher’s Message
It is with a great sense of pride that I send this newsletter to you, following what has
been a very successful first half term of this Academic Year. I have been taken aback by
the mature, positive and 'can do' attitude displayed by our wonderful students and staff. I
would like to thank them all for working so hard for each other and I would also like to
thank you for your ongoing support of our school. We have made real improvements
here over the past 12 months and there is plenty more to come.
We do still have to have one eye on the current situation concerning Coronavirus and it
is therefore essential that the measures in place at school to protect everyone are
adhered to by all students. They are:


Wash your hands often, with soap and water for 20 seconds



Use the hand sanitizer when you enter and leave any room



Where possible, keep your distance from other students



If you need to sneeze or cough ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’



Always stay within your ‘bubble’



Wipe down your work space at the end of the lesson



Use the One Way systems in place



If you are ill with a potential COVID symptom - stay at home!

Although I have been delighted by our community's response to the Coronavirus, most of our planning for reopening
was done on the assumption that it would be for the short term. It is becoming increasingly clear that we are going to
have to operate under restrictions to keep people safe in the longer term and therefore I will write to parents
immediately after half term to detail some changes to how the school will operate going forwards.
Despite the obvious challenges, the Academy has continued to provide great opportunities for our students since
September and I hope you enjoy reading about them here.
Mr Dave MacCormick
Headteacher

Wishing you an enjoyable and restful half term break.

Following us?

Be the first to know
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Physical Education
Core PE
It has been brilliant to welcome students back to Core PE this term. Students (& staff) have engaged with the Couch to
5K programme in lessons and have really challenged themselves to get active and work towards their personal best. A
commendation goes to Finlay Downes (Y9) who managed a 5k in under 19 minutes, a fab effort!
We have also adapted our programme this term to focus on football and hockey and these sports have enabled great
participation levels, whilst keeping lessons fun and engaging.

Lifestyle Fitness Gym
A great addition to the school and our curriculum this term is the Lifestyle Fitness gym. Over the last few weeks we have
run an induction programme for all Year 10 and 11 students. They can now use the gym in their Core PE lessons as part
of our options choices, free of charge. Students can take part in spinning, pump and yoga classes, They also have access
to the state-of-the-art weight and cardio facilities as part of their personal fitness programme. Students can use the
facilities after school on a Lifestyle Fitness Holyrood membership of £9.99 per month; please contact them directly for
details: 01460 200486.
BTEC Sport
We are very proud of our BTEC Sport results that were confirmed in September. 49% of our Level 2 students achieved a
Distinction* which is the highest grade possible. Our BTEC students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have made a great start to
the year. The Year 11s and 13s are working hard towards their official exam in December and January respectively. The
Lifestyle Fitness centre has also provided Level 3 students with opportunities to engage in active learning.
Extra Curricular
A special mention goes out to Mr Evans who has been instrumental in providing Holyrood
students with a brilliant sporting extra curricular programme over the last 6 years. He is leaving
Holyrood to start a new challenge and we wish him the very best and thank him for all the
dedication and hard work he has put in for sport at Holyrood. I’m sure you will agree that he
has inspired many, many students to take part in sport and raise their game!
We are proud of our extra curricular offer at Holyrood and are really enjoying running a full
programme of clubs after school this half term in the activities of hockey, rugby, football and
Couch to 5k. Clubs will continue into next half term, with a few additions and alterations, please
look out for details. We are also looking into arranging fixtures and will let you know when we
are able to provide these opportunities.
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Art
This term students have been
experimenting with new techniques.

busy

creating

and

A Level students have been developing their own personal
projects and GCSE students have made a great start to
their new projects, natural forms or organic/inorganic.
KS3 have been learning about the formal elements, street
art around the world and printmaking.
Year 8s have been inspired by the changeof seasons using
autumnal objects as inpriation from their mono prints.
The Art department has also launched its new 6th space,
allowing Year 12 and 13 artists to have space to work in
during their free time. Attached are some images of work
created this year.
Shevaughn Munro
Head of Art
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Art
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History
As part of the new History curriculum at Holyrood, our Year 8 students have been studying Sparta and the Spartan people.
This Ancient History topic is part of a thematic course about war, conflict and nationalism that includes the story of the first
crusade, the French heroine Joan of Arc and the Great War.
Two students - Joseph Barrows(L) and Toby Peacock(R) scored 20 out of 20 on their first assessment this academic year on
the history of Sparta. Well Done Boys...nice outfits!

One important reason for the Spartans’ obsession with fighting was the constant
possibility they would need these skills in war and also at home, in Sparta itself.
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More about MacCormick

Virtual Open Evening

Our students interviewed Mr MacCormick last term...click
on the link below to view the YouTube film and find out a
little bit more about Holyrood’s Headteacher.

Our Open Evening was a little different this year! We held
our first ever virtual event and we were delighted with the
number of prospective students and their families who
tuned in to watch our YouTube film.
We showed introductions from Mrs Lorraine Heath, CEO
of the Uffculme Academy Trust and Mr Dave MacCormick,
Holyrood’s Headteacher.
We also had viewers taken on a virtual tour of the site as
they may have done on a real Open Evening event. This was
led by seven of our students: Joe Gummer, Maisie Banfield,
Charlie Durie, Freya Rex, Luke Sweet, Ellie Hull and Seb
Horne.
If you would like to take a look at the video from the event,
please click on the link below.
Link: Virtual Open Evening Film

Link: Students’ Interview with Mr MacCormick
Thank you to Cian Brown, Kirsten Dallimore, Yang Chun,
Kathryn Owens, William Reid and Savannah Lamb.

Academy Expectations
Our expectations of our students are simple and clear.
These posters are displayed around the Academy.
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Maths
Calculators in Maths

MathsWatch and MyMaths – Continuing the online
learning experience

Every September it is fantastic to see our students returning
fully equipped and ready for learning in mathematics. Two
thirds of the mathematics content that is taught is expected
to be completed using a calculator therefore it is important
that students continue to bring their shiny new calculators
to ALL mathematics lessons.
Calculators recently ordered through the school online
ordering will be distributed in maths lessons shortly.

As an Academy we continue to subscribe to both these
online services. Students found these websites invaluable for
tutorial videos and online questions that provide instant
feedback. Maths class teachers have informed students of
their logins for this academic year, and these are also
recorded on the GoogleClassroom. Students can access
these websites at any time to support their classwork,
homework and revision throughout the academic year.

Maths Masterclass Tutorials with Simon Singh
Holyrood Academy has successfully secured two places on
these prestigious masterclasses run by Dr Simon Singh.
Over two thousand students nationally were nominated to
take part in these online tutorials aimed to foster brilliant
mathematicians and develop a love of all things
mathematical. The tutorials start in November and we look
forward to sharing the journey with Freya Rex and Hanley
Coath.
https://www.talent-ed.uk/maths-masterclasstutorials

Further Maths in Year 11
A buddy group of mathematicians has started work on the
Further Maths qualification to supplement their GCSE
studies. The group meets after school on a Friday with Mr
Iles and explores topics that bridge the gap between GCSE
and A Level. Speak to your maths teacher if you’re
interested in extending your mathematical experience.
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Science
Keep calm and carry on doing practicals! That’s the message
for our post-16 students at Holyrood Academy who are
working hard to prepare for the examinations and to pass
their practical endorsement which is needed for all sciencebased university courses.
Here, students in A-Level Chemistry (Year 13) are looking
at how chemical reaction rates are affected by temperature
using complex formulae to measure activation energy. Seb
Horne says "the chemistry department at Holyrood is excellent
due to the personal support that the teachers offer; they always
have time to help."
Our A-level Physics (Year 12) students were carrying out
an investigation into the quantum nature of light today.
They were investigating the link between the energy
supplied by a circuit and the energy carried by a particle
('quantum') of light, called a photon.
After months in lockdown it's great to see our students
back in the lab, working independently to solve problems COVID-secure of course. Our technical team have gone
above and beyond to make our practical sessions safe for
students and are starting to safely increase the practical
provision on offer to some of our younger students.
Speaking of younger students, most of them have spent the
last few weeks studying chemical reactions. They have
covered a broad spectrum of topics from particles (Year 7)
to reacting metals with acids (Year 8) to atomic structure
and ionic bonding (Year 9). We've really enjoyed the
lessons even though we haven't been able to do as much
practical work as normal.
That said, even a global pandemic hasn't prevented students
like Meelia Spiller in Year 7 from doing some hands-on
Science. For her Science homework, Meelia made an
indicator at home from beetroot juice and tested it on
some household acids and alkalis, this was fantastic work
and I'm delighted to already see A-level chemists in our
lessons.
Jim Cuthbert
Head of Science
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Sixth Form
It has been so wonderful having all the students back in the
Sixth Form and I have been incredibly impressed by the
work ethic of the majority of our students. Year 12s have
settled in quickly and I am pleased to see them back into
the rhythm of working after several months out of
education. With particular praise needed for Alessandra
Hounsell, Rhiannon Clark, Mateusz Zielinksi and Goncalo
Marques in Year 12 for their dedication to their studies and
making the most of the learning environment available to
them. Year 13 spent the first few weeks following a
rigorous plan set out by their teachers to support the
learning which occurred during the lockdown. The purpose
of this was to close any gaps in learning and ensure that no
misconceptions had been formed on the content. Time has
been built into the curriculum plans and intervention
sessions to ensure that students are confident with this
content before both their internal and external
examinations.

Our fundraising events started with our annual Macmillan
Coffee Morning in September, with Mr Pearce being the lucky
winner of this year’s luxury cake.

Our new Senior Team has been appointed, and what an
excellent job all students did at interview. They were full of
so many innovative ideas to ensure that the Senior Team
can continue to work closely with the Year 7 to 11 without
breaking bubbles; to provide opportunities to support the
wider community and to further the enrichment offered to
our Sixth Form students. It was a very difficult task
appointing the leaders of this team, but it is with great
pleasure that the Head Girl post was awarded to Ellie Hull,
Head Boy to Oliver Denning, Deputy Head Girl to Trinity
Davies and Deputy Head Boy to Seb Horne. Together they
are already having an impact on our student body.

On the 23rd October the Senior Team has organised a ‘Wear
it Pink’ day in the Sixth Form to raise money for Breast
Cancer Research. We have an ‘Elf Day’ planned in early
December to support and raise awareness for Alzheimer’s
and our annual bike ride to fundraise for Crisis at Christmas
is also booked in for the start of December. Whilst the
students have great fun participating in these events, it is
remarkable how thoughtful they are. It has been really clear
how much they want to help others, especially whilst life is
currently more challenging for many. The Senior Team are
keen to complete outreach work in the community to
support those who may need a helping hand or a friendly face
to talk to. More on this to come after the half term.

Trinity, Ellie, Oliver and Seb
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Sixth Form

Geography

Whilst it has been a different start to term our students
have made the most of the opportunities available to them
still. Whether completing the theory for Gold DofE; getting
fit in our new luxury gym (and enjoying the fantastic classes
available to them for just £9.99 a month); driving theory
preparation; preparing for Medical School and Cambridge
University interviews; participating in online work
experience; registering for virtual university Open Days and
lectures; competing in national essay competitions - to
name a few things they have been up to! Plus they all have
access to Deliberate Practice sheets via Google Classroom.
These are an excellent resource to support their Level 3
courses and are designed by their teachers to ensure
students know exactly what and how they consolidate the
core knowledge of their courses.

The Geography department has really enjoyed learning
about all of the fabulous work that has happened during the
lockdown period. Students have brought in some
outstanding work and have been well-rewarded in house
points.
During this term, Year 7s have been learning about
Cheddar Gorge; they are all very enthusiastic about the
formation of Stalactites and Stalagmites. Unfortunately, we
have not been able to take them there to have a look at the
real thing, but as soon as the restrictions are lifted, we can't
wait to complete some fieldwork.
Year 8s have been studying 'impossible places'. They have
looked at case studies such as Las Vegas, Easter Island, and
Chernobyl. They have found learning about a variety of
places quite compelling. Meanwhile Year 9s have immersed
themselves in Antarctica, looking at the climate and the
ecosystem in some detail.

After half term we have the excitement of our Year 11
Taster Day on the 5th November. All Year 11 students
have now opted for the subjects they would like to trial,
whether here or with our partnership at Yeovil College.
This is a great way to help the students make an informed
decision about their Post-16 education and to gain an
insight into what we have to offer here in our Sixth Form.
This is followed by a Virtual Information Evening on
Thursday 26th November for both students and parents.
Detailed information about this has been shared with Year
11 parents and carers.

GCSE students have reflected on their lockdown learning;
many students have secured some excellent knowledge.
They have now moved on to Weather Hazards in Year 10
and Resource Reliance in Year 11.
We have enjoyed meeting and welcoming our new Sixth
Formers in Year 12 and catching up with Year 13s from the
time they have spent out of school.

For those who have already decided and wish to apply, our
application form for September 2021 is already live and can
be found on our website here:

We have a new website - this can be accessed through
student gapps accounts:
https://sites.google.com/
gapps.holyroodacademy.com/holyroodgeography/
home

https://www.holyroodacademy.com/userfiles/
downloads/337/2021%20Sixth%20Form%
20Application.pdf

Isla Souster, Year 9

11

OCTOBER 2020

The Learning Centre - working differently
Holyrood’s ‘Mobile Library’

Provision for Homework

As The Learning Centre cannot welcome lots of students
under the current circumstances, Years 7 and 8 have been
completing request forms, created by Mrs Booth, with
either the book title or the genre of book preferred and
leaving staff to choose a book for them. Using this system,
many books have been delivered to our students over the
last half-term

The Learning Centre has not been able to provide
Homework Club in its previous format with one-to-one or
small group support.
However, it is able to offer a calm and safe space for
students to work independently to complete homework and
work through Knowledge Organisers. This is available for
Year 7s on Mondays ‘Homework Heaven … Year 7’ and
Year 8s on Thursdays ‘Stay Late … Year 8’ and run from
3.10 to 4.10pm in M2 on Lower Site.

To develop this further, Miss Curley has now launched an
electronic click and deliver system for Years 7 and 8 and the
details of how to reserve books have been emailed to
students.

The Learning Centre also stays open until 4.20 for Year 9
on Tuesdays and Years 10 and 11 on Wednesdays.

A mini library has also been created in the Cover Room
with students able to borrow books from here too, as long
as they are up-to-date with their set work.

Canon Books
The team has been working with the English Department to
prepare for the Academy’s Canon Reading Scheme. Over
100 titles have been purchased in anticipation, so watch this
space for the official launch!

Students in Years 9-11 are able to come into the Learning
Centre at designated times to borrow and return books.
However, we still have hundreds of overdue books so
please encourage students return their books ASAP. If a
student has lost their book(s), second-hand copies in a good
condition are acceptable in lieu of payment.
The team has been working with the English Department to
prepare for the Academy’s Canon Reading Scheme. Over
100 titles have been purchased in anticipation, so watch this
space for the official launch!
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English
While Year 7 students have begun their exciting new Key
Stage Three curriculum themed around 'Exploring New
Worlds,' Years 8-11 have been reflecting on some of the
local, national and global issues of the last few months by
exploring a variety of non fiction texts. They have explored
a virtual graduation speech by Beyonce, Marcus Rashford's
letter to the Prime Minister confronting the issue of food
poverty in Britain and John Boyega's speech from the 'Black
Lives Matter' speech in Hyde Park in June 2020.
Students have been really engaged with discussing and
writing about these issues and it has allowed us to reflect
on much of what happened over lockdown, remind
students of the skills required for successful reading and
writing in English and be prepared to continue their
programmes of study with enthusiasm and confidence.

LGBTQ+
It's shocking how recently LGBTQ+ marriages have become
legalised. There was no legal recognition of same sex
relationships in Britain until 2005. The Marriage (same sex
couples) Act, which allows same sex marriages in England
and Wales, was passed in 2013. Before 2005, it would be
frowned upon to be a part of this community. 2005. 15
short years ago.

Marcus Rashford
I am writing to you on behalf of my whole community, as a
cry for help; we are slowly slipping into an endless void of
poverty. I would like to bring your attention to the fact that
most of us, if not all of us, know of someone (or may even
be that someone) who has been struggling throughout this
pandemic. For those who have been furloughed or departed
completely from their job because of COVID-19, this has
had a detrimental impact on our community and only you
can help.

Now, you may think I'm being dramatic but these are real
problems happening to real people... Members of the
LGBTQ+ community should not have to leave their homes
in fear. Love is love.
Meg, Year 9
LGBTQ+

During this difficult time, we desperately need someone
who understands what England's citizens have been going
through and that person is you. You have an immense
platform that we can utilise to raise awareness for the
economic and mental impact that this pandemic is
happening.

First of all, I believe that everyone should be treated fairly
regardless of their sexuality, but because everyone is a
human being. I wouldn't have thought that you would want
to be treated in this way and I can imagine many of you
haven't experienced what these people are going through. I
believe any sort of discrimination towards people should be
taken very, very seriously. Certain people might not see this
as a big issue, but I guarantee you that it still is. Every day
people are being discriminated every day and some of you
don't think there is a problem? We need your help.

Evie, Year 9

Aaron, Year 9
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Health & Social Care
Year 11 Health and Social Care students have been enjoying
their introduction to Creative Activities as part of their
coursework.
Dan and Quinn were having a wonderful time playing with
their Lego and creating a story as they went. The hands on
practical activities have enhanced their knowledge and
understanding of imaginative activities.
Watch this space for their other creative activities.

Lucy Salter and Katie Macklin

Quinn Hilton-Barratt and Dan Browning

Nina Winter
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A Message From The Local Governance Committee

David Pugh, Chair LGC

Governors would like to thank
parents, carers and the local
community for the support
they have given the Academy,
its staff and students since
March. It is very clear that we
are all part of the Holyrood
Academy family, and as a
family we are supporting each
other through these difficult
and ever changing times.

We currently have the following named Governors in place
to monitor and support specific areas:
Safeguarding: Kate Yamada
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities: Alison Collins
Pupil Premium: David Pugh
Health & Safety: Daniel Pritchard
Many of you will already know that the Uffculme Academy
Trust currently consists of the following schools under the
leadership of our Chief Executive Officer, Lorraine Heath:
Uffculme Academy, Uffculme Primary School, Axe Valley
Academy and Holyrood Academy. At the present time
there is a consultation with regards to Neroche
Community Primary School joining the Trust. Governors at
Holyrood strongly support this application, which will not
only strengthen the primary school element of the Trust,
but will provide closer links with one of our feeder primary
schools and access to the expertise of its primary school
staff. This will hopefully strengthen and support the
transition of all primary school students into Year 7 for
their secondary school experiences.

Thank you to everyone!
The Local Governance Committee has continued to work
closely with our Headteacher and his team as the school
has re-opened following Lockdown. Five governors
undertook a Learning Walk on 14th September, with the
main purpose of seeing first-hand how Covid-19
restrictions were being implemented and how students and
staff were coping with new arrangements. We were all very
impressed with the organisation at the Academy, and praise
here to Barney Haydon, our newly appointed Site Manager
and his excellent team for working tirelessly during
Lockdown, and since re-opening to provide a safe
environment for everyone. Students were observed
working purposefully under the new regulations, and staff
we talked to were very positive about the future and how
Holyrood Academy had responded to the current situation.

There are exciting times ahead for the Academy. The
Lifestyle Fitness Centre looks amazing and will cater for
students, staff, the community (and hopefully governors!).
The proposed new build on the site of the Cresta Pool will
provide much needed accommodation for our ever
expanding numbers, and the updating of certain areas of the
school will enhance the working environment for everyone
– the new IT room and the new toilet block are just some
examples of current improvements. All these will further
support the wellbeing of our students and staff, which has
been a major concern for us all during the current situation.

Our Local Governance Committee has grown in numbers
this year, although we are not quite yet complete. The
Trust recommends that we operate with four Parent
Governors, four Community Governors and four Staff
Governors. During the year we have recruited four Staff
Governors, welcoming Barney Haydon, Izzy Hamilton,
Kathleen Lemon and Sue Watson to the team, saying
goodbye to Pauline Lamond and Jason Swarbrick who left
the Academy for pastures new. We started the year with
our Community Governors – Jonathan Farey, Kate Yamada
and David Pugh, and three Parent Governors – Alison
Collins, Daniel Pritchard and Richard Poole, leaving just one
Parent Governor vacancy which we hope to fill this term.
The interests and skills of our governors cover a wide
range of Academy life, and we hope to possibly recruit
someone with interests in supporting disadvantaged
students, finance and parental engagement going forward.
Nomination papers will be coming out soon, and we would
encourage anyone who has the time, energy and
commitment to consider joining our forward-looking team.

Finally, a welcome to all our new Year 7 students and their
families. For many of you this will be your first experience
at Holyrood, and we all hope you will embrace the
experience positively. For those families who have
previously had, or still have students here, we hope you will
see how changes and improvements are working better for
everyone. Welcome also to our new members of staff,
both teaching and support, including two Deputy
Headteachers and Year Leaders. We hope you enjoy your
Holyrood experience at our school based in the centre of
the local community. We all have a part to play in
Holyrood’s success and Governors look forward to
working with all concerned during the coming year.
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Student Leadership
I took the opportunity over the lockdown period to completely redesign the student leadership structure at Holyrood
Academy. I am very excited to launch the following new roles and to announce the outstanding students who will fill
these roles for this academic year.
STUDENT AMBASSADORS
This is a role open to students in Years 7-10. The students ambassadors will play a key role in the life of the school
including:
Promoting participation in house competitions
Promoting participation in sport, including primary school competitions
Representing their fellow students’ views
Represent the Academy at internal and external events
Charity fundraising
Tour guides for visitors (Year 8 only)
Tutors have led the selection process and many of the students won their position after a hustings and election
process. The successful students are to be awarded their badges in the first assembly back after half term and their first
meeting will be a few days afterwards. I am proud and excited to announce the following students have been selected as
Student Ambassadors for 2020/21:
Year 7
Oliver Swift
Gabriela Augusto
Liam Dodd
Rebekah Harris
Carla Mynott
Thomas Tolley
Finley Coath
Freya Earnshaw
Phoebe Harrison
Anais Baxter

Year 8
Georgia Wilcox
Sophie Atyeo
Kathryn Owens
Elena Everitt
Jayden Richards
Neve Flinn
Caitlin Rogers
Rosa Baker
Izzy Parsons
Starr Gibson
Milly Tinson
Henry Jackson
Scarlett Spokes
Josh French
Nicola Nosek
Ellie Samways

Year 9
Cynthia Guest
Cian Brown
Patrick Moreira
Alisha Thresher
Taryn O'Hagan
Billy White
Fintan Sterry
Caitlin Eaton
Ethan Matherick
Faith Hamill
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Year 10
Phoenix Harris
Jamie Berry
Leon Harms
Pashie Scott
Jacob Paul
Chloe Richards
Ona Hurley
Laura Correia
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Student Leadership
PREFECTS
This role is open to students in Year 11. The prefects will play a key role in life at the Academy, however their main role
will be to plan and carry out a leadership project in a chosen area. There are projects available in the following areas:
Equality and Diversity
Community and Volunteering
Sports Participation
Environment
Mentoring and Transition / Wellbeing
I have led the selection process and students have each completed a written application, laying out the vision for their
project and the impact that they would like to have on the Academy. The standard of applications was extremely high
and it was a fantastic process to read through each one and be reminded what wonderful young people we have at
Holyrood. Every student who applied to be a prefect would be a wonderful role model leader in our community. It gives
me great pride to announce that the following candidates were successful in their application to become a Prefect for
2020/21 and will start their new roles after half term:
Fabien Baxter

Kizzie Hull

Maisy Bishop

Hanley Coath

Grace Lees

Evelyn Welsh-Morris

Isla Vincent

Molly Beaumont

Ellexis Welsh-Joll

Dan Carlson

Tia Lucas

Elizabeth Smith-Layzell

Freya Lane

Nina Fortes

Heidi Warren

Georgie Keeffe

Freya Ellis

Lily Winslade

Colby Pepper

Megan Winch

Freya Rex

Maia Watson

Mr Greg Ireland
Assistant Headteacher

House Points Update 22.10.2020

9556

10049

8865
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E-Safety

Music

E-SAFETY - A DIGITAL ROMANCE
A report published by Brook and NCA's CEOP command
reveals how digital technology fundamentally shapes the
ways in which young people relate to one another in the
arena of romance, sex and relationships. The research
highlighted both the positives and the negatives of using
technology which furthers our understanding of the challenges
young people face as well as provides insights to improve
education for young people.
The research combined interviews, focus groups and a
survey of over 2,000 young people aged between 14 and 25
(72% were 14-17 years old). Participants described many
benefits to using technology in their love lives, including the
opportunities it gave them to meet potential partners, to
flirt, to enjoy intimacy, and to get to know someone away
from the crowd. 38% of survey participants reported
meeting someone first online who they then started seeing,
and this was more frequently reported by LGBTQ+ young
people.
Some said that technology helped them stay in control and
gave them space to be themselves. A key finding was that
digital had not replaced in person communication, which
was more frequent and overall preferred.
“The research shows how central technology is to young people’s
relationships today. It’s part of how young people communicate,
build intimacy, hang out, argue, make up, break up and deal
with the post break up fall out. For most young people though,
technology hasn’t replaced face to face communication. Rather,
it has diversified the ways that young people have relationships
and communicate with others. For educators this means that we
need to bring together education around positive relationships
and online safety to support young people to apply the same
critical skills, knowledge and values in their relationships with
others whether they are online or offline."

The Music department has been working hard to begin
installing new state-of-the-art music technology as well as
safely reintroducing individual instrumental lessons.
We have also welcomed new instrumental teachers to the
music tuition team. Parents/carers should have received an
emailed letter about our offer and how to sign up for
lessons after half term.
In the meantime, to see what we are getting up to in our
classes, head to the Holyrood Academy Music Instagram
and Twitter pages for more information @HolyroodMusic
for both.

How can you help?
You could ask the young person to:


focus on the positives of socialising online



focus on the negatives of socialising online



consider both the positives and negatives



compare socialising online and face to face

After half term we will begin our new virtual and bubbled
music clubs in a Covid-safe environment in order to get
some items ready for our Virtual Christmas Concert!

We are here to support you.
J Welsh / E-safety coordinator / Head of Computing & IT
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Our Reading Community

This term we have launched a new initiative to make
Holyrood a Reading Community starting with a relaunch of
tutor time reading in Years 7-10.
Students in those year groups now read with their tutors
for 10-15 minutes, 3 times a week. This is not a passive
period of time as students are asked to follow the reading
with their books flat on the desk and guided by a ruler or
bookmark. By doing this, students are both hearing and
seeing a huge range of vocabulary and sentence types which
is proven to have an impact on their own language use.
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Hair Share

Parent Evenings 2020/21

On Thursday 19th November, Miss King will have over
16inches of her hair cut off and will donate it to the Little
Princess Trust, which makes wigs for young people living
with cancer, raising money along the way for Cancer
Research UK.

We have taken the difficult decision to not hold any parent
events this half term. We wanted to reassure you that this
decision was not taken lightly and is under constant review.
It is vital that we are working as a team to educate your
child and communicating regularly. There are a number of
options being explored to enable us to hold parent evenings
using technology solutions but we want to make sure they
are reliable before rolling them out. Our preference
though, would always be to meet with you face to face and
we will return to this model as soon as it is considered safe
to do so.

There are around 367,000 new cancer diagnoses each year
in the UK, which affect thousands of families around the
nation, from fighting the disease themselves to supporting
loved ones. To help beat this disease, Cancer Research UK
do fantastic work in developing drugs and treatments to
destroy cancer, researching causes of the disease, and
supporting families with suffering loved ones, but they can't
do this without funding from donations.

In the meantime, should any parent/carer have any subjectspecific questions, please contact your child's tutor or head
of year in the first instance.

If you would like to contribute there will be opportunities
throughout October and November to do so, as well as via
the link below. Thank you to anyone who helps us support
this benevolent cause.

Thank you for your patience.

Term Dates 2020/21
AUTUMN TERM
Thursday 3rd September 2020 - Friday 18th December 2020
Half Term
Monday 26th October 2020 - Friday 30th October 2020
SPRING TERM
Monday 4th January 2021 - Thursday 1st April 2021
Half Term
Monday 15th February 2021 - Friday 19th February 2021
INSET DAYS:
Monday 4th January 2021
Thursday 1st April 2021

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/
holyrood-academy-cancer-research-fundraising
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