Textiles
Mrs L Hutchings
lhutchings@gapps.holyroodacademy.com

Overview of AQA Design Technology: Textiles specialism
Course content
During the course students cover the core
technical principles, specialist technical
principles and designing and making principles.
Students then focus on developing their
specialist knowledge of Textiles through a broad
range of design and make projects, such as
pattern and print, electro-textiles, construction
and decorative techniques and designing for a
users needs. Students have the opportunity to
develop their skills in Computer aided design by
using both Techsoft 2D (laser cutting), repeat
patterns in powerpoint for digital printing and
sketchbook.

Examinations
AQA GCSE Design Technology
At the end of year 10 students start their NEA, a 20
page A3 design portfolio alongside a prototype of a
product. This accounts for 50% of their final grade.
The contexts for the NEA are set by the exam board
but they are broad and open which allows students
to develop their own interests and ideas within AQAs
framework.
Students complete their NEA by march of year 11
before undertaking focussed revision for the written
exam. This 2 hour exam accounts for the final 50% of
the overall grade.

Next steps
Where can this subject and qualification lead?
GCSE Design Technology provides an outstanding foundation for a broad range of
further and higher education courses as well as apprenticeships and careers.
In addition to the obvious routes such as fashion design and manufacturing, students
can go on to study further in courses such as surface pattern and decoration, costume
and set design, jewellery design, interior design, textiles artist, merchandiser (planning
and promotion of fashion) , surface pattern design, fabric and garment technologist
(testing of fabrics and clothing), transport and car interior design and fashion
photography.
This list is by no means exhaustive and exclusive, as design technology influences
everything we use on a daily basis. Students from Holyrood have gone on to study in
many of these areas in recent years, in both the workplace and at university.

Any questions
You will have an opportunity to ask any questions you might have
tomorrow night during the year 9 parents’ evening.
Otherwise you can contact me via email
lhutchings@gapps.holyroodacademy.com

